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y LOGRAPHY isa species of 
history, peculiarly useful 
and interesting. We feel a 
strong desire to become acquaint- 
ed with the characters of per- 
sons, who have been distinguish- 
ed, in their day and place, as in- 
struments of good to mankind. 
The eagerness of curiosity 
prompts us to seek the know- 
ledge of such characters. ‘This 
curlosity is Common to man. 
Every class and description of 
readers are pleased to be intro- 
duced to an acquaintance with 
great and good men. A reli- 
lous Magazine seems to be the 
Proper vehicle to convey infor- 
mation concerning the lives of 
Christians, who have shone, with 
Breat lustre, in the Church of 
od. We ought to feel apecu-. 
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liar satisfaction in reading the 
memoirs of such, in our own 
nation. The memory of the 
righteous is precious. It should 
be cherished with delight. We 
are fulfilling an important duty, 
when we endeavour to preserve 
it. 


It is humbly conceived that it 
is no more than a piece of res- 
pect due to the memory of the 
Rev. Thomas Clap, president of 
Yale College, in New-Haven, to 
lay before the public, some brief 
sketches of his life and charac- 
ter. To those, who have done 
worthily, in exalted stations, a 
tribute of esteem and commen- 
dation should be given. The 
subject’ of these biographical 
sketches, was bern June 26, 
1703. His parentage was res- 
pectable. The place of his na- 
tivity was the town of Sciru- 
ATE, in the state of Massachu- 
setts. His parents were Mr. 


Stephen and Mrs. Temperance 
Clap, who. were reputable and 
pious members both of civil and 
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religious society. Discovering, 
in this their son, in very early 
youth, an uncommon taste for 
books and knowledge, they de- 
termined to allow bim to follow 
his inclination in this respect, 
and to give him a liberal and 
public education. They hac 
the pleasure to find in him + 
genius which could acquire 
knowlege with great facility. 
While ata grammar school, he 
excelled his school-fellows,: in 
diligence in his studies of the 
latin and greek languages, an: 
in the progress which he made. 
Harvard College was the public 
seminary of learning, to which 
he was sent to complete his 
education. During his colle- 
giate life, he much distinguish- 
ed himself, as a scholar, in the 
various branches of learning 
taught in the college. He ap- 
plied himself to the course of 
studies pursued there with assi- 
duous attention ; and the author 
of nature had endowed him with 
talents to make uncommon pro- 
gress. [In the year 1722 he re- 
ceived his first degree, according 
to the usage of the New-Eng- 
land universities. He had now 
finished his collegiate education. 
His next object was to choose 
a profession im life,in which he 
might best answer the ends of 
his existence. He soon made 
up his mind to devote his time 
and talents to the study of divi- 
nity, that he might be qualified, 
by a knowlege of natural and re- 
vealed religion, to serve God in 


the work of the Evangelical mi- 


nistry. 
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nistry. For it was then 

fixed and general opinion uy. , 
none but the rerlly pigs, a 
regenerated tn hears ous . 
reach the rospel of the Soe . 
‘rod, the divine S iviour Hap. 
py Is it that, in our churede 


ind among our ministers of +. 


zospel, the same opinion con i. 
Hucs. And may it continu. . 1 
our land, and obtain in all pars 


ofthe Christian world, anda. 


mong all communions of Chris 
tians, till the end of the wor'd, 
the second coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to judge the quick 
and dead. [tis ess-ntial to the 
flourishing of the gospel .nd its 
success, that its ministers be 
fious. learned and 9 ortiudoz, 
The subject of these memoirs, 
in early life, was brought to 
make choice of reliyzion, as the 
chief concern of men. W. ite 
not informed of the peculiar 
exercises of his mind in a state 


-of conviction of sin, or of his 
‘views of divine things, when he 
-hoped his heart was changed by 
divine grace. 


After the best 
examination of his views and 
feelings, he judged that he had 
grounds to hope that his nature 
was sanctified by the efficacious 
influence of the Holy Ghost, and 


‘his sins pardoned through the 


all atoning blooil of the Redeem- 
er of a perishing world. Not 
long after his being admitted, 
as a licentiate, to preach the 
gospel, he received an invitation 
from the town of Windham, 
the stateof Connecticut, to come 
and preach among them, 10 oF 
der to a settlement in the o% 
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af He had a hope that his heart | pel ministry with them. Thett 
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-fithful. laborious, and af- 


_—— 


f mate minister of Jesus 
( Me died greatly belov- 
€ vy His it opie. Tirey were, 


searine Mr. Clap, asuitable 
ty -¢ happily untied in 
»; and accordingly he was 
esiemnly set apertto the work 
vospel-ministry among 
tem by toe only serprure rule, 
ing, firaver ard ih: laving on 

‘ f hands of} thie freabyiery, 
re in the first church and so- 
cacy of Windhem, he laboured 
ny vears. He soon shone in 

Le churches, as a brieht jumi- 
His own people were 

ati tionately attached to him 
He was always judicious and edi- 
fying in bis public ministerial 
perlormances. His diligence, 
zl, and fidelity were remarke- 
bie. He delighted in teaching 
others. As a preacher he ex- 
celled in grave, solid. and usefui 
discourses His manner was 
solemn and impressive. © His 
stlye was plain, not ornamented. 
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He appeared in earnest, and to’ 


feel what he said. 
heard with pleasure on account 
ofthe importance of the matter 
delivered, rather thanon account 
of beauty of style. or charms of 
language, or powers of rheto- 
tic. It may justly be said of 
him, that he was aft to teach, 
both in public and private. H: 
Was fourteen years a labourer in 
this part of the vineyard of our 
common Lord. He married a 
daughter of his worthy prede- 
cessor, the Rev. Mr. Whiting. 


Was singularly pious; was 
blessed by the God of nature 


He was | 


-_ 


With a happy temper of mind. 


She was very dear to her hus- 
band ; and they lived together 
*everal years in the married 





state, most happily. But acon- 
sumptive complaint cut off her 
days, in the midst of life. She 
was torn from her husband, and 
two beloved daughters by the 
cold hand of death. He was 
greatly afflicted with, and deeply 
mourned herloss. Inthe diary 
which he kept. he speaks of his 
departed wife—his irreparable 
ioss—and the sore affliction 
in the most tender language. 
He was a sincere mourner. But 
in his afflictions he fervently 
prays for patience, and Chris- 
jan resignation. By his wife, 
he had two dauyhters that lived 
—Mary and Temperance. The 
former of whom married the 
late general Wooster of New- 
Haven, who was killed at Dan- 
bury, in the revolutionary war. 
(he latter married the Rev. 
Timothy Pitkin of Farmington ; 
she died in middle life, and left 
vight children. Her amiable 
and sweet natural temper— 
pleasing manners, and unaffect- 
‘d piety rendered her peculiarly 
dear to her husband. Both these 
women were respected and va- 
ued. by all their extensive ac- 
quaintance. Mrs. Wooster liv- 
ed to advanced age and died in 
1807. She lived much esteem- 
ed, and died greatly lamented. 
The Rev. Mr. Clap’s superior 
talents and science were gene- 
rally acknowledged.. And an 
all-wise providence designed 
him to move in a higher sphere. 
A vacancy in the presidency of 


| Yale-College in New-Haven had 
She was a very amiable woman ; 


now taken place. Its Trustees 
turned their eyes to him to fill 
it. They considered him as the 
proper and best qualified man 
to fill it. He was accordingly 
unanimously elected to that im- 
portant office. Togive up the 
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pastoral care of a beloved peo- 
ple, to remove to another part 
of the State, and to act in a dil- 
ferent calling, as president and 
preceptor of an university were 
scenes deeply interesting. In 
his diary, he states the exerci- 
ses of his mind on the occasion. 
He relates how he felt, when 
the news of bis being elected, 
as president of the college, rea- 
ched him, being officially com- 
mudicated by one of the Board 
of Trustees. He tells us tha 
he retired as soon as was practl- 
cabic, and spread the case, in his 
private devotions, before a pray- 
er-hearing God :—and said, * O 
my God, infinite in wisdom, and 
bounciess in goodness, teach me 
my cuty. in this great crisis.”— 
RB Ine sulishied of duty, he at 
Jungi!) acceptedof the office ; was 
dismissed trom his church and 
people, as thelr pastor—re- 
moved with his tamily to New- 
Haven—was inaugurated jato ol. 
fice, in the usual form, and be- 
caine the President of our Col- 
leve. In every station, he was 
fuiithful and laborious. Faith 
iuinessand dilivenceindeed seem 
io be tis characteristic virtues. 
He might always be safely trus- 
ied. 

Nearly twenty-seven years he 
julliiled the arduous duties of | 
President of the College. He} 
mide itto be respected andtoflou- 


ris. bis heart was swallowed | 


upinits good. Arcently did he 
iove human iklerature and sci- 


ence. The whole strength of | 


is great mind was employed te 
Promote solic! lcarhing, and pure 
pemiive Apostolic . Christian- 
iy, ahd he performed such a 
“itiplicity of services and Ia- 
iS, us ulmasi surpass our be- 
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eminent—as a philosopher and 
man of science he deservedly 
holds a high rank. 

His scientific acquirements 
or literary character, may be 
summed up in the following 
manner. He was well versed 
in the three following languages, 
latin, greek, and hebrew; un- 
derstood extensively gcography ; 
was accurate in chronology ; 
was well acquainted with hisio- 
ry, especially ecclesiastical his- 
tory ; deeply studied in scrip- 
ture-prophecy ; excelled in lo- 
gical and metaphysical enqui- 
ries ; he had read the Christian 
Father’s with attention ; well 
understood the several forms of 
church order and government ; 
and most approved of the pres- 
byterian and consociated method 
of ecclesiastical government aud 
discipline, as most agreeable to 
the scripture plan. He diligent- 
iy studied the holy scriptures, 
the fountain of heavenly wis- 
dom. Inthem he was fully sa- 
tisied, that he found clearly 
taught, repeatedly taught, the 
vlorious, sublime doctrines of 
grace ; the docrines of the re- 
iovrmation ; of our churches in 
New-England ; contained 1 
all the noted creedsof the Chnis- 
tian world, He was zealous 
his attachmentto the distinguish- 
ing doctrines of the gospels 
was a fearless defender of them; 
was an able advocate for them; 
lived and died an unshaken 
friend to vital experimental Te- 
ligion, building all his hopes 0? 
the cross of a Redeemer. 

Besides his eminence as 4 
Christian divine, he was allowed 
io have a good acquaintance wits 
law, the best writers on whic: 
he had consulted. 





As @ theologian he was | 


But his genius was naturally 
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gd for mathematical and phi- 
Josophical researches. He lo- 
yed and delighted to study the 
scicnces Of astronomy, philoso- 
phy, and mathematics. And 
probebly, few men, in his day, 
on ibis continent, had a better 
;nowledge of them. He was a 
great as.ronomer, and delighted 
to survey the heavens, and travel! 
among the stars. For almost 
twenty-seven years, he presided! 
over taught, and adorned the 
college. We subjoin—he was 
arare example of industry, and 
lostnotime. ‘Though slow and 
heavy in his constitutional make, 
he would accomplish more of 
dificult, arduous, and different 
business, than almost any other 
man. He performed the part 
of an universal insructor of the 
collere. By his care and un- 
weatied industry, he was princi- 
pully the means of erecting se- 
veral new buildings. He con- 
tributed largely of his own es- 
tale to relieve the necessities, and 
advance the good of the college. 
He had the solicitude of a father 
for the welfare of the students, 
andthat they might be establish- 
ed in the true doctrines of reli- 
gion. He was most of ail en- 
gaged to promote the knowledge 
of these. He used ofien to say, 
us the public would take care of 
the interest of literature, but he 
Was alraid they would not be 
‘dually attentive to the interest 
ol religion.” In every trust he 
Was faithful : in every relation 
of husband, parent, or friend, 
ronscientious and ‘kind ; steady 
In his temper, wise in planning, 
esolute in executing, patient 
under abuses, and remarkable 
orthe command of his passions. 
;; Was a great and a good man. 
‘publicly resigned the presi- 


Inconstant Christians. 





| 


205 


dency of the college at the com- 
mencement in Sept. 10, 1766, 
and died the January following. 
When he apprehended death 
to be near, he expressed an en- 
lire resignation to the will of 
God, and a firm unshaken hope 
of his goodestate. He was per- 
fectly calm and compused, and 
reconciled to dying. The king 
of terrors could not dismay him, 
or shake the foundation of his 
\ope.—He trusted in the mer- 
cy of God, and merits of Christ. 
His eyes were closed in the 
slumbers of death ; without a 
rroan or struggle he fell asleep. 
When he died, our churches 
and the republic of letters sus- 
tained a great loss.—Blessed are 
the dead that die in the Lord. 
With what composure may the 
man, who has devoted his life 
to the service of God and his fel- 
tow-men, meet his destiny ! 


a 


Letter from The World, to the 
Editor of the Connecticut L- 
vangelical Magazine, &c. 


Rev. Sir, 


Y character and principles 

are so well known to you, 

it wilibe unnecessary toenter into 
alengthy detail ofthem. I shall 
therefore proceed toinform yot y 
that I live in a town, which, with 
one or two towns adjoining, has 
experienced that fermentation 
commonly styled an awakening 
My business and connections 
have led me to be often conver- 
sant with that class of people, 
who, by way of distinction style 
themselves Christians ; though 
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I always supposed that in this 
Christian land. all were Chris- 
tlans, except some few follow- 
ers of Tom Payne, and a few 
other very bad men. _ In the 
year past, I have observed a ve- 
Ty visibl« change in the conduct 
and appearance of these persons. 
Last summer I was very uneasy 
in their company. Their con- 
versation was wholly on those 
subjects, which they (in their 
pecuiisr dialect,) style evangeli- 
cal ; such, as the great Jove of 
God in sending his Son to dic 
for sinners—the holiness, puri- 
ty, and excellence of the cha- 
racter, law and government of 
God—the wondertul love and 
condescension of Christ in un- 
dertaking the work of redemp- 
tion—the sinfulness of man by 
Nature, and the consequent ne- 
cessity of being born again by 
the power of God’s Spirit—the 
sublime pleasures of devotion, 
&c. These subjects were intro- 
duced not only into their visiting 
circles, but engrossed almost 
their whole attention, even in 
the pursuit of their common bu- 
siness ; and rendered them in a 
great measure Inattentive to those 
concerns which I consider the 
most important. Sometimes I 


attended the special meetings for | 


prayer and devotion, where these 
people flocked incrouds. Their 
appearance here was altogether 
different from any thing I had 
ever seen. Their countenances 
were fixed in solemn attention ; 
every thing was still and gloomy 
as the grave ; in time of prayer 
they resembled a group of una- 
nimated statues more than living 
bodies. 

_Itold you these things were 
disagreeable to me ; perhaps 
you will ask, Why? On seve- 


Inconstant Christians. 
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ral accounts. When they spoke 
on the subjects, Lhave meniiyp. 
ed, it was with such ardor and 
engagednrrss, so much warmth 
and emotion, that [ was highly 
disgusied wiih i. [ always 
thought religion a very good 
thing, but never wished to see 
people run crazy with it. 
Another reason why I was un- 
easy in this compsny, was, | 
found it impossible tu introduce 
my favorite topics of discourse, 
As often as I attempted this. the 
current of conversation was art- 
fully diverted into another chan- 
nel, Many instances of this [ 
could give you ; IT shall mention 
two of them. One evening | 
mentioned the hardness of the 
‘imes, the scarcity of moicey, 
and the difficulty of getting 
along in business. Mentor, one 
of those characters § have men- 
tioned, Immediately spoke to 
this purpose : Its a great satis 
f.ction to the Christian that his 
treasures are not laid up on 
earth. Whatever changes may 
take place, he can reflect with 
composure, that all he holds 
dear is perfectly safe. Since, 
continued he, the Christan 
views himself a_ pilgrim and 
stranger in the world, he can be 
little concerned about these 
changes ; nay, he views them as 
the effects of parental love, the 
wise and holy appointment 0 
his heavenly parent. designed 
to wean his affections from 
earthly objects, and to inspite 
him with earnest longings alter 
his father’s house—after the ful 
enjoyment of those permanent 
delights, which are subject t0 ” 
change but a continual increas® 
Many observations of this - 
were made, in which they “ 
tooka part. Aftera moment 
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patises I was about toresume the 
topic I had introduced, when 
Adolescens, who had hitherto 
said but little. observed. with re- 
gard to the enjoyments of this 
life, the poor are often destitute 
of them. for want of the means 
of attaining thern; but with 
respect to spiritual blessings 
the case is very different ; they 
are offered to every purchaser. 
or rather, to every beggar with- 
out money and without price: 
the poorer a man is, the more 
gure is he of succeeding. TI sa: 
silent and heard this discourse a 
few minutes, but as soon as de- 
cency permitted, retired, and left 
them to the conversation I found 
it impossible for me to enjoy or 
divert. A few evenings after, I 
happened in a company compo- 
sed of young ladies, whose edu- 
cation had placed them on a le- 
vel with each other, but some- 
thing above the common class. 


A part of them were of that. 


character I have mentioned, and 
apart of the opposite ; nearly 
equally divided. After the usu- 
al salutations were over, andthe 
company seated, Missella, a lacy 
of great beauty, my particular 
favorite, took occasion to expa- 
uate on the beauttes of dress ; 
which gave rise to a conversation 
af some length, in which the 
aeveral ladies gave their opin- 
fons on the comparative beau- 
Hes of the various colors com- 
monly made use of in the fe- 
male habit. I was delighted 
with the genius and taste, dis- 
Played on this occasion ; and 
had the conversation continued 
in this strain, it would have am- 
Ply compensated for the disap- 
Polntment I had met with the 
mer evening. But my satis- 
‘clon was soon damped, when 
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Pulcheria, who wanted nothing 
but the decorations of art, to 
make her equal in appearance 
to Missella, gave her opinion in 
favottr of white. So far was 
well ; I always admired white. 
But why does Pulcheria admire 
it. Because, suid she, it is an 
emblem of innocence and puri- 
ty; it always reminds me of the 
representations given in scrip- 
ture of the saints and angels in 
heaven ; and it is chosen as the 
fittest representation of the per- 
fect righteousness, of the Son of 
God. You willreadily perceive, 
sir, the transitionwas easy to those 
Evangelical subjects | mention- 
ed in the former part of my let- 
ter. The conversation was still 
pursued with animation, but by 
different persons from those 
who began it, and my favourite 
Missella was forced to the same 
alternative I had been forced 

to before. 

All this I could have got 
along with very well, because 
when I was displeased with my 
company, I could withdraw and 
seek more agreeable. But 
there was another source of 
uneasiness arising from the re- 
flections produced in my own 
mind, which I found it more dif- 
ficult to get rid of. By observing 
the engagedness of those around 
me, I was compelled to reflect, 
if these things are necessary to 
constitute a person a Ciristian, 
Iam not one. This conclusion 
I was very unwilling to adopt, 
but in spite of all my care to 
drown it, the reflection would 
return. I always thought, to 
pay every one their just dues— 
.o do no injury to socicty, and to 
goto merting on the Sabbath 
when I had no business of more 
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nough. True, I had read in the 
bible, that we must love God 
with all the heart, soul, mind and 
strength—that we must be fer- 
vent in spirit serving the Lord 
—and that for every zdle word. 
we must give an account in the 
day of judgment. But I had 
also read in the writings of a 
erveat divine,* that 7d/e word here 
means malicious word. Though 
I did not see his reason for this 
explanation, yet as he was a 
learned man, and had made the 
bible his particular study, I sup- 
posed he knew more than I did, 
and hence I concluded that the 
other texts I have mentioned 
could be explained in some such 
way. But still the reflection 
would return, these things may 
be necessary, to my no small 
uneasiness. 

But, sir, the case is material- 
ly altered. Ican now without 
any great uneasiness, frequent 
the company of Christians as 
they still call themselves ; they 
do not appear like the same per- 
sons. ‘True, I sometimes hear 
the same subjects introduced, 
but so seldom and coolly, I can 
very well put up with it. Ican 
now easily introduce my own 
feelings and sentiments, and find 
that they run into them much 
more easily than I could former- 
ly into theirs. 

A short me since, I happen- 
ed to pass an evening in the 
same company in which I had 
passed one so unpleasantly last 
summer. Here I heard scarce- 
ly a word on their Evangelical 
subjects : one spoke of his farm, 
another of his merchandize. 
I took the lead in almost every 


* Porteus’ Lectures N.H. edition 
page 162. 





conversation, and since they paid 
so much deference to me, | 
could patiently hear now ang 
then a tribute of respect to some 
popular preacher. Some have 
even gone so far, as to meet me 
at the whist table, and in the 
dancing assembly. The las 
time I saw Missella and Pulche. 
ria; I could scarcely distinguish 
them, either by their dress, or 
conversation. Pulcheria seems 
to have forgotten the simple and 
expressive beauty of the white; 
the crimson, the yellow, the 
gaudy feather, and “* the adorn- 
ing of gold,” have power to 
please. 

1 informed you, that my 
greatest uneasiness arose from 
the reflections of my own mind, 
I must now tell you, that here 
too is my greatest relief. Iam 
now fully convinced of what] 
then wished to believe, that those 
who appeared so much enga- 
ged were in reality no better 
than myself ; that the ardor and 
emotion which they manifested, 
were nothing but the enthusi- 
astic sallies of a heated imagi- 
nation ; that many were moved 
enurely by fear, others by sym- 
pathy, and a few by baser mo- 
tives ; in fine, that they were 
all under adelusion. I can now 
go on in my old accustomed 
course unreproved by the’ grea- 
ter engagedness of others, which 
I can assure you, has been 4 
source of torment to me. I stil 
see a few whose ardor is not yet 
abated, but these I consider a 
persons of a gloomy tempe's 
slaves to superstition, and In@ 
measure incapable of relishing 
the more sprightly pleasures ° 
life. Iassure you, sir, I sh 
not entirely give up these yc 
but by every alluring charm ¢ 
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deavor to emancipate and bring 
them to a relish for the true en- 
joyment of life, as far as they 
are capable of it. 
I remain, Sir, 
Yours, with respect, 
THE WORLD. 


MEMENTO : Remember, 
Christians, you are a part of that 
city, which, being set ona hill, 
cannot be hid. If you walk wor- 
thy of your high vocation, you will 
indeed incur the hatred of the 
world ; but, at the same time, 
yourconduct will be a continual 
reproof to them that are at ease. 
But if you grow lukewarm and 
indifferent, if you mingle with 
the world in its corrupt practi- 
ces, you will not only wound 
yourown soul, but lay a stum- 
bling block in the way of others, 
and thus become guilty of the 
blood of souls. 
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Letter from a Disbeliever. 


Mr. Epiror, 


OU and several others are 

4 issuing monthly Maga- 
zines with a primary design to 
support the Christian scriptures 
and doctrines, and to lead men 
to these for a hope of eternal 
happiness. Happiness of short 
duration is good, eternal happi- 
Ness is better ; and there could 
Not be a more powerful lure to 
make men follow you. Of 
your benevolent intentions I 
ve no doubt ; of your wisdom 
have many. Although I am 
one of your personal acquain- 
tance, you do not now, nor ever 
will understand who Iam. Ac- 


tual conversation might embroil 
Vor. II. No. 6. 


Letter from a Disbelieved....Answer, &c. 
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your mind or mine, therefore I 
have taken this way of address- 
ing you. Many arguments have 
had weight in my view, but the 
following concluded mein my 
present sentiments : “ If the 
scriptures ‘are the infallible 
word of God, why did not his 
good providence give them to 
all mankind without leaving any 
to necessary unhappiness? If 
they contain unerring truth and 
are perspicuously written, why 
do not all sects of Christians 
agree in their opinions? That 
they do not you are sensible. 
And why are the Scriptures ne- 
cessary for men?” An answer 
to these questions will go far to 
convince one, whois now 
A DISBELIEVER. 
May 8, 1809. 


OEE Toe 
Answer to a Disbeliever. 


SiR, 
ECRETING your name is 
no sufficient reason why I 
should not comply with your re- 
quest. Itis not the name of a 
man, but the power of reason, 
argument and evidence, which 
ought to distinguish between 
truth and error, when they walk 


‘promiscuously, blended in the 


field of enquiry. To resolve 
your doubts an answer must be 
given to three questions. 

1. If the Scriptures are the 
unerring word of God and infal- 
lible truth, why did not his pro- 
vidence give them to al] man- 
kind, without leaving some to 
necessary unhappiness ? 

2. If they contain unerring 
truth and are perspicuously writ- 
ten, why do not all Christians 
agree in their — ? 

: C 








210 Answer toa Disbelever. June 
3. Why arethe Scriptures ne- | destruction a great part of the 
cessary for men ? human race, who have not, and 
To answer these questions | could not enjoythem. Where. 
and do justice to the subject, | as on their principles, this is not 
would require a discussion far} the case. On their own princi. 
too voluminous for the publica- | ples the light of nature and rea. 
tion to which they are addressed; { son are sufficient, in all] respects, 
still, a few remarks will be offer- | to guide men to the highest hap- 
ed in this paper to obviate the | piness, sothat it is by a dereliction 
first objection. of a favorite sentiment of their 
Remark, 1. Those, whothink {| own, that they criminate the 
with you, generally maintain, | Christian belief. With what 
that the light of nature or rea-| propricty thists done, each rea- 
son, unassisted by a revelation, | der may judge for himself. So 
is sufficient to direct men to their | far is the Creator and Lawgiver 
duty, and ultimately to the high- | of all the earth from being cruel, 
est happiness their nature ad-| that every creature hath shared 
mits. in the benefits of infinite good. 
On this supposition, which it | ness. 
is presumed you will not deny,| Remark, 2d. That the right- 
the universal Father hath not] eous and good governor of the 
left anv of mankind toa state | world grants different advanta- 
necessarily unhappy, but hath | gesto his creatures, for obtaining 
given to all, sufficient evidence | happiness, is a fact which can- 
of truth to guide them to the | not be denied; neither on this 
bestend. ‘The writer waves any | account do men _ charge him 
opinion of his own for the pre-} with cruelty in his government. 
sent, assuming the supposiuon,| Superior reason, a good edu- 
he presumes, incompliance with | cation, the means of knowledge, 
what you believe. If this belief | a civilized state, with wealth and 
be true, a partial distribution of | lawful power in the world, are 
revealed knowledge, in the seve- | advantages for happiness far su- 
ral ages and parts of the world,| perior to imbecility of mind, 
hath not exposed any to a ne-| want of instruction, ignorance, 
Cessary and utter ruin. On these | barbarism, poverty and_ servi 
principles, all have had sufficient {| tude ; these distinctions in the 
_evidence of the truth to guide | state of men are made by the 
them to happiness, and suppo-| providence of God. No mam 
sing the scriptures to be infalli- charges the Lord ofall the earth 
_ ble truth, the only consequence | with unrighteous partiality 104 
_which follows is that God hath | very different apportionment © 
—viven to séme better advantages | those natural powers and bene- 
for ultimately obtaining happi- | fits, yet they are advantages tor 
ness than he hath bestowed on | ultimately obtaining a degree 
others. ‘Lhisremark was made | of happiness which others cail- 
io oppose the outcry made by | not obtain. It is true, these ad- 
Many unbelievers against the | vantages for obtaining happiness 
goodness of God. They say,!in the present life, may be m* 
ifthe scriptures be his word improved, so as to make the 
he cruelly leaves to necessary | possessor more unhappy than! 
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he had never received them ; in 
jike manner, the knowledge of 
revelation andother religious ad- 
vantages, by an undue use, may 
become a savor of death unto 
death : In this respect there is 
no difference between temporai 
and spiritual advantages, neither 
in either case can the righteous- 
ness of the divine character be 
criminated. 

Remark 3d. All the benefits 
hestowed on men are fruits of 
sovereign and unmerited grace. 
Ourfirst existence wasagiftfrom 
thegoodness of God, and the bles- 
sings we have received since the 
apostacy are such as no man 
can claim: they are gifts of 
grace to the undeserving and 
mercy to the miserable. If 
there be any who deny that we 
are undeserving sinners, they 
are by a primary error disquali- 
fied for Judging on the subject 
we now consider. This denial 
isthe radical ground of all the 
errors into which disbelievers 
fall. To quiet their own con- 
sciences in a sinful heart and 
practice, they have deeply im- 
bibed the first error, that men 
are not sinners before God, in 
such a sense, as justly to deserve 
his vengeance, and then rashly 
infer that they deserve his fa- 
vor; on which supposition, it 
must be acknowledged, the 
scriptures are not absolutely 
necessary for our happiness. So 
general is the acknowledgement 
of mankind that all are sinners, 
they dare not expose themselves 
to ridicule by denying the fact : 
stll, being under the power of a 
radical error, they resort to a 
thousand objections against o- 
ther truths, and against the di- 
vine dealings in providence and 
race. When disbelief arises 


Anewer to a Disbeliever. 
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radically from the course now 
mentioned, the subject of enqui- 
ry ought tobe changed from the 
question now proposed whether 
God, by his providence, can 
consistently with his righteous- 
ness and goodness, communicate 
the knowledge of revelation to 
one age and part of the world 
while others are neglected? to 
a different question, whether 
men are sinners in such a sense 
as to need any revelation whate- 
ver? Those who deny this de- 
pravity with its natural and de- 
served consequences, doubtless, 
will also deny the fitness of any 
revelation. Before Christians 
enter into any controversy with 
disbelievers concerning revela- 
tion, the following preliminaries 
ought tobe adjusted. That men 
are sinners, opposed to their 
duty and interest as these are 
taught by sound reason ; that 
asinful heart darkens the un- 
derstanding and vitiates the 
judgment ; that sinners cannot 
claim special favors from God ; 
consequently that all his bless- 
ings are underserved by men of 
every age and place: he may 
righteously deny them to all, or 
give to some and deny to others 
in such proportion as his wis- 
dom and goodness determine. 
This is the belief of Christians ; 
this is the dictate of reason and 
testimony of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

Remark 4th. It is wholly 
at the option of the giver to bes- 
tow or deny undeserved favors 
according to his own wisdom 
and will. This has been just 
expressed, and is now repeated 
in aseparate remark, merely to 
call the attention of the reader 
to the point. Our divine Lord 





said, “ is it not lawful for me to 
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do what I will with mine own ? Is 
thine evil because I am good ?” 
So obvious to reason and com- 
mon sense, is the remark, * that 
it is wholly at the option of the 
giver to bestow or deny an un- 
derserved favor according to his 
wisdom and will,” that at is diffi- 
cult to say any thing ,by which 
the truth can be illustrated. We 
call certain propositions of truth, 
self evident, because nothing 
is plainer, nothing more forci- 
bly impresses the understand- 
ing, no train of reasoning, either 
from first principles or fasts, 
cam more determinately com- 
mand assent than a bare present- 
ment of truth before the mind : 
take away these truths and no 
foundation remains, either for 
reasoning or certainty. That 
two are more than one no man 
will deny or demand a proof ; 
equally plain is it, that it is at 
the option of the giver to bestow 
an undeserved favor according 
to his will and wisdom. When 
there is no right to receive, 
there can be no claim; where 
there is no obligation to give, 
there can be no injustice in de- 
nying ; and none can pretend it 
tobe wrong to grant an unde- 
served favor. This represen- 
tation is consistent with all cor- 
rect notions of natural, civil and 
moral rights. 

Still, although there can be no 
claim in creatures to receive an 
undeserved favor, and no injus- 
tice in denying it, there may be 
reasons of wisdom in the giver, 
arising from a regard to his own 
glory and the general good, to 
grant to one and deny to others. 
This leads to, 

Remark 5th. There may be 
and doubtless are reasons of in- 


finite wisdom{for differently ap- 


Answer to a Disbeliever. 


portioning to men those natural 
blessings and religious advanta. 
ges, which are the gift of unde- 
served grace. The most lp. 
nevolent of mankind act on this 
principle. Where two candi. 
dates are presented for receiy. 
ing afavor, which is undesery- 
ed by both, the giver discovers 
his wisdom and rectitude in be- 
stowing where it will be most 
for public advantage. No in- 
justice is exercised in one case, 
and in the other a general good 
is advanced. But what are the 
reasons of infinite wisdom in 
this different distribution? We 
are now come toa high enquiry. 
The wisdom of God is infinite. 
He originated a scheme of coun- 
sel and of action, which is from 
eternity to eternity, and by an 
irresistible providence is carry- 
ing it into execution. No mor- 
tal can conjecture the connex- 
ion there is between those parts 
of his government, which are 
utterly unknown, and _ such as 
we now behold. ‘The present 
dispensations. of an_ universal 
and eternal providence may be 
intimately connected, and de- 
pendent on others which will 
happen many millions of ages 
in futurity. Thus broad! yea 
infinite in duration is the scope 
on which divine wisdom deter 
mines what is best in his dis- 
pensations to sinful men. This 
shows, that while no injustice !s 
done to any, infinite wisdom 
may find innumerable opportu: 
nities for bestowing blessings) 
on some who are undeserving 
to the praise and glory of the 
riches of his grace. ‘These 
principles being true, show ¥% 
that we may as well deny that 
any are rich, because others at 





poor ; that some have gre# 
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strength of reason, because the 
minds of others are very imbe- 
cile ; that there never was a 
Newton, because all are not 
astronomers ; aS Wwe may deny 
the truth of revelation from its 
not being given to all parts and 
ages o! the world. 

After all it may be enquired, 
Can we not conjecture some of 
the reasons Why infinite wisdom 
hath, in time past, and now con- 
tinues to make this distinction ? 
Doubtless, we may, but be it 
remembered it is only conjec- 
ture. While God asserts the 
rights of his sovereignty in this 
thing, he hath no where clearly 
revealed the reasons on which it 
is grounded. 

The way was not prepared in 
the first ages of the world for the 
complete canon of Scripture to 
be given. Had it been then 


completed it would have been. 


mostly unintelligible, as some 
small parts remain to this day, 
through a want of those events 
in providence, by which the way 
is prepared for ourunderstanding 
them. Men must by experience 
havea knowledge of the weak- 
hess and ignorance of the hu- 
man mind; of our common de- 
Pravity and guilt ; of the need 
of a revealed Jaw from our Cre- 
ator; of the necessity of a Sa- 
viour higher and greater than 
creatures, with many other im- 
portant truths, before their minds 
can be prepared for a revelation 
directly from heaven. A more 
Copious revelation, in the first 
ages of mankind, would have 
been almost wholly . useless, 
and therefore improper. The 
People of those ages. were 
instructed from God by dreams, 
‘sions and other means not in 
Present use, which were better 


Answer toa Disbeliever. 
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adapted to their state, than those 
which. are more properly ap- 
pointed for us. That a com- 
plete canon of Scripture would 
have been almost wholly use- 
less to. them, we may learn 
from later experience. 

The revelation made to saint 
John was a sealed book, until 
the events of providence unfold- 
ed, and hath thus rendered it a 
most instructive and comfortable 
part of Scripture to the church. 

When the period came, in 
which the wisdom of God judg- 
ed it best to have his oracles 
committed to writing, he set 
apart a whole nation to keep 
them ; and truth was revealed 
at the earliest moment men 
could receive it. 

But since the canon of revela- 
tion was completed, why hath it 
not been equally propagated 
among all people on the earth ? 
It might with the same propri- 
ety be demanded, why are not 
all nations civilized ? Why are 
the arts of reading and writing 
unknown in a great part of the 
world? Why are large portions 
of the globe left in such condi- 
tions that the institutions of re- 
ligion can neither be supported 
or defended against the violence 
of barbarism ? These, with ma- 
ny other questions, may as pro- 
perly be asked, as that which 
was first demanded. 

It seems to have been the pur- 
pose of infinite wisdom, that 
knowledge, natural, civil and 
religious, should increase pro- 
gressively in the world, and 
that the two former, should be 
a preparation for the latter. If 
this be objectionable, so also is it 
that the babe is not born with all 
the knowledye and expericnce 
of its parents, or a venerabie 
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judge on the bench : And thatthe 

arents of our race were created 
with less degrees of science, ho- 
liness and glory, than angels 
and saints in heaven will have, 
efter myriats of ages in eternity 
have rassed away. E’ow won- 
corfsliy the creation cf God is 
jastitu.ed to ma‘e a perfect dis- 
play of holiness and sin, in all 
their s!... }>s, with every possible 
degree of created understanding 
and power! CGver the whole, 
an unchangine God wii forever 
reien. Let «.cry unbeliever 
blush at the impiety and absur- 
dities into which Lis infidelity 
Jeads him. 

A BELZZVER. 

7.4 


ees 5 


Enquiry how topireserve a sci- 
table concern jor Salvation. 


To tne Epston. 
S1R, 
RECEIVE end read the Ma- 


gazine. I have no hone that 
I ama Christian ; although I 


believe in all the doctrines of the | 


Christian religion. At seme 
times the salvation of my soul, 
appears to me of more impor- 
tance, than the value of a thou- 
sand worlds. I have, through 
the blessing of God, sufficient 
property to make myself and fa- 
mily comfortable ; and, at certain 
seasons | determine to be whol- 
ly devoted to the duties of reli- 
gion. Alas! I am ashamed to 
confess the truth. Suddenly, 
my anxicty allceases. I forget 
religion, death and eternity. 
The cares of the world so wholly 
occupy my thoughts, perhaps 
for several months, that I do 








(June, 


not think of my dangerous cop. 
dition. For many years gy¢. 
cessively, I have passed through 
this change of feelings. (ip 
you tell me? Is this anxiety g 


fgloora, which I ought to pre. 


vent? Or, if it be not, how shal! 
I preserve my concern for my 
soul ? If you can put me inthe 
wav to do right, it will be of 
more value to me than all I haye 
read in your Magazine. 

A. Zz. 


The best means for preserving 
suttable concern for Salvation, 


~~ 7 OUR letter may be resol. 
.. ved into two enquiries, 

whick are expressed by your. 

self, with sufficient accuracy, for 

the contents of my present pa- 
er. 

ist.,Can you tell me, is this 
anr.ety a gloom, which I ought 
toprevent ¢ 2dly. Or, if it be 
net, how shall I preserve the 
concern for my soul ? 

Itis presumed the concern 
meant, is such,as we may hope, 
will issue in final salvation. 

The enquiries lead to some 
subjects, which it is difficult to 
discuss with the correctness of 
truth, ina manner adapted to 
the understanding of people, 
who have given little attention to 
doctrinal knowledge : Still, they 
comprise subjects, on which 
every minister of religion is re- 
quently called to give his direc- 
tions to pained and enquillng 
souls. 

To your first question—Is 
this anxiety a gloom which ! 
ought to prevent? An answer 
may easily be given. It is 0% 


Doubtless itis an effect of thal 





influence from God, by which 
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he convinces careless men of 
sin, righteousness and judgment 
tocome. Resisting tsis influ- 
ence, is exposing: ourse.ves to 
that awful sentence of Chrict, 
« Wherefore I say untc cu, 
all manner of sin and blasphemy, 
shall be forgiven unto men: but 
the blasphemy against the Iicly 
Ghost, shall not be forgivea un- 
tomen. And whosoever spea- 
ketha word against the Son of 
Man, it shall be forgiven him : 
But whosoever speaketh against 
the Holy Ghost, it shall not be 
forgiven him, neither in this 
world, neither in the world to 
come.” An awful sentence, 
clearly demonstrative, that all 
men will not be saved ! But 
why are sins against the Holy 
Ghost so much more dange- 
rous than sins against the Son 
of Man? Both are divine, both 
are God: Why then this diffe- 
rence ? He died for the chief of 
sinners, but the benefits of his 
purchase must be effectually ap- 
plied ; and this application must 
bemade by the renewing and 
sanctifying operations of the Ho- 
ly Spirit on the heart. If this 
application be not made, how- 
ever redundant the merits of the 
Son of God may be, no salva- 
lion can ensue. We use the 
word redundant, because we 
know not but his merits may be 
sufficient for the pardon of many 
more sinners than will ever ex- 
tin this world, if God be plea- 
Sed so to apply them. Let the 
reader remark the Itmitation. 
‘If God be pleased so to apply 
them.” For after Christ had 
Suffered and died, God was un- 
der obligation to save sinners on 
this account, no farther than he 
Was bound by his promise to his 
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Son, in the covenant of redemp- 
tion ; and by his promises to his 
church and to repenting men. 
If the death of Christ cannot 
save sinners, any further than 
the teneits he purchased be 
appued by the Spirit, we may 
sce the reason why sins against 
the Holy Ghost are so awfully 
dangerous ; “ that they can be 
forgiven, neither in this world, 
neither in the world to come.” 
This is putting away Christ, 
both cn his cross and in the be- 
nefits of his purchase. The 
apostle John, saith, “ There is 
asin unto death, Ido not say 
that he shall pray for it”. What 
this sin is we are not particular- 
ly told ; but it is immediately 
added, ‘all unrighteousness is 
sin,” and what greater unrigh- 
teousness can there be, than to 
sin against the spirit of God? 
What greater unrighteousness 
can there be, than to’sin against 
the record, that God hath given 
tous eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son ? As this record is gi- 
ven by his Spirit, in the mouths 
of his prophets, it may be estee- 
med asin immediately against 
the Holy Ghost. 

That there is an unpardona- 
ble sin hath been generally be- 
lieved in the Christian church, 
although there hath been no 
common consent in what it con- 
sisted; the apprehension hath 
also occasioned unspeakable 
distress to particular minds. 
In what can it more probably 
consist, than such continued op- 
position as provokes him to say, 
“ | will nolonger strive with this 
mind.” When divine patience 
is wearied any sin may be of this 
kind, iind be considered as a- 
gainst the Holy Ghost, and 
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and through the wantof sanctifi- 
cation must be unpardonable both 
m this and the world to come. 
Let A. Z. compare these 
truths with his own represent- 
ation. “ At some times, the 
salvation of my soul appears to 
me of more importance, than 
the value of a thousand worlds.” 
Is not the spirit of God acting 
on your mind at these times ! 
And have you not such views of 
truth as are impossible when 
the cares of the world drown 
you? At these seasons, you are 
now and ever have been, in 
imminent danger of committing 
that sin, which shall not be for- 
given, either now or hereafter. 
In these seasons the spirit of 
God is striving to instruct your 
understanding, to awaken your 
conscience, and lead you to a 
true apprehension of your lost 
condition without an interest in 
Christ. The cares of the world 
encroach on you, in a manner 
unperceived by yourself, until 
you have lost all sensible seri- 
ousness. You are then under 
the power of the world and your 
own heart, until the efficiency 
of the Holy Spirit again arrests 
your attention. So that your 
first question amounts to this. 
When the spirit of God com- 
shall I 
consider it as a gloomy state, 
which ought to be prevented ? 
No, not by any means! That 
the Spirit of God is not utterly 
withdrawn appears from your 
letter. When you wrote it you 
were anxious on the greatest of 
all subjects. Encourage these 
seasons of seriousness, for they 
are favorable moments for ob- 
taining the grace of God. If 
that time shall come, when you 
determine this is a gloomy 
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state which ought to be prevent. 
ed, depend on it as a truth, that 
you are near committing those 
sins, ** which shall be forgiven 
neither in this world, neither jn 
the world to come. In sych 
case, although the merits of 
Saviour are sufficient, you have 
grieved the Holy Spirit utterly to 
depart from you. When this 
shall happen, the world with 
your own sinful heart will be so 
commanding, that you will have 
noanxious thoughts for salvation, 
Your conscience will be seared 
as witha hot iron, and with this 
seared conscience you will des. 
cend to the grave. 

Your second ehquiry amounts 
to this, if the uneasiness, which, 
I feel at some times, is nota 
gloom of mind I ought to pre- 
vent, how shall I preserve a 
proper concern for my soul. 

This enquiry is naturally re- 
solved into several answers; 
all of which are of high con 
cern to a person in your condi- 
tion. 

Ist. You never will, of your- 
self, preserve a suitable concern 
for your own salvation. You 
have at divers times, grieved 
the spirit of conviction. In do- 
ing this you acted according to 
your own heart. These cares 
of the world, which you men- 
tioned, were only the meats 
sought out by yourself, to banish 
the unhappiness, which you felt 
from guilt of conscience and a! 
indisposition to your own duly. 
It was an easy thing to accuse 
the cares of the world ; while 
perhaps you did not see, and if 
you did, were not willing toco™ 
fess, your own heart to be the 
cause of relapsing security. 
The causes of security and the 
means of temptation derive the 
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whole force from a previous er 
sor of the heart. If this were 
not the case, there would be no 

wer in the means of seduction. 
You ought to be sensible, that i! 
the grace of God doth not pity, 
and the almighty power of the 
Holy Ghost, help, you will ne- 
ver again have a suitable con- 
cern for salvation. You did no 
at first, nor have you at any suc- 
ceeding time awakened yoursel 
to a sense of danger and wretch- 
edness. It was the Holy Spirit 
who did this, it was him you 
grieved, it is he who must re- 
new these views of truth; and 
if he doth not, your case is with- 
outremedy. Therefore, fix it 
in your own mind as an unalte 
rable truth, that you never will 
of yourself, without divine aid, 
either obtain or preserve a Suita- 
ble concern for your own Salva- 
tion. If you begin, as you may 
think you do, to work out you 
own salvation, without the as- 
sistance of the Spirit of God 
you will end in death. But is 
not this hard doctrine? Yes. 
To be a sinner is a state of sla- 
very, which is always hard ; and 
to suffer the consequences, in 
the apprehensions of those 
who endure them, will be more 
hard, 

2d. How shall I preserve a 
proper concern for the salvation 
of my soul? It is presumed thar 
by the question, as altered, is 
Meant what shall I do for the 
salvation of my soul ? If the let- 
ter writer doth not mean this, 
he is requested to explain him- 
self more minutely in a succeed- 
ing communication. 

Behold, reader, the impor- 
fant question as now stated ! 
W hat shall I do for the salva- 
tion of my soul? It hath beemra 

Vo. Il. No. 6. 
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thousand times asked, and as of- 
‘en answered in the oracles of 
God. Two or three testimonies 
will answer my present purpose: 
* He that believeth on the Son 
iath everlasting life.” « For 
with the heart man believeth 
uno righteousness.” The faith 
or believing unto eternal life, is 
one which accords with the ho- 
‘iness of God and _ his law, the 
principles of his government, 
and the doctrines of the gospel, 
ind this must be with the heart, 
‘that it may entitle us to the be- 
nefit of Christ’s righteousness, 
And what did Paul, the aposiie, 


| say on this point? He testified 


“ repentance towards God and 
faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” When it was enquir- 
:d of him, or of the other sa- 
cred writers, what shall I do for 
the salvation of my soul ? They 
yvave no other answer, in the 
first instance than this or what 
amounted to it, “ repent and be- 
‘ieve and thou shalt be saved.” 
The words of their Lord, his 
doctrines and precepts gave 
them no authority to do other- 
wise. And what shall the pre- 
sent ministers of religion do, 
when similar questions are pro- 
ysosed for their solution ? Can 
hey do otherwise ? Can they 
depart from the maxims of their 
master ? It is true they may 
‘ry to do it, but they will be 
involved in innumerable dif- 
ficulties, which can be resolv- 
ed neither by experience, rea- 
son, the divine law, the doct- 
rines of the gospel ; nor by all 


‘the descriptions which we find 


of the fruits of the spirit and of 
the heavenly life. In all these, 
repentance toward God and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ, are 


either directly or implicitly re: 


Dd 
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quired. And why should we | unce do comprise in the firs: jn. 


cruelly call the attention of a 
sinner from what we know must 
be his only relief ? 

Here a cloud of doubting 
minds will arise around us, and 
their first demand will be, shall 
we direct a sinner to nothing 
more than faith and repentance ! 
It is answered : Can you direct 
sinners to any moral or evange- 
lical duty, which is not compris- 
ed in faith and repentance ? 
Doth not repentance imply, in 
its very nature, turning from all 
sin? or what Is that repentance 
which doth not amount to refor- 
mation ? Can there be a saving 
faith which doth not imply the 
exercise of love and the practice 
of good works ? Can there be a 
true faith, which doth not com- 
prise all moral and evangelical 
duties ? If this be the case, 
what better, what more proper 
direction can be given to an en- 
quiring sinner, than to repent 
and believe ? 

Further ; after all,.the direc- 
tions given to an enquiring sin- 
ner, to issue successfully, must 
terminate im repentance towards 
God and. faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ? Doth not every 
enquirer, wish to be instructed 
in the whole truth ? Repentance 
and the obedience of faith are 
duties commanded by God. 
When the young man came to 
our Saviour and said “ good 
master, what shall I do to inhe- 
rit eternal life !’” He said, keep 
the commandments. That our 
blessed Lord did not mean the 
commandment of faith, repen- 
tence, and weanedness from 
the world should be excluded, 
appears from his succeeding an- 
swers to the young and anxious 
enquirer. If faith and repent- 


~ 


stance, all the direction, which 
can be given to an enquiring sin. 
ner, Why should any person 
wish to stop short of these. 
Here, perhaps, another ep. 
quiry may arise, which sisail he 
proposed in the form of a ques- 
tion, Let A. Z. attend. Spal 
[not pray, read the scripiuics, 
and observe what are commonly 
called the means of ‘elivion, 
that [ may preserve alive a con. 
cern for my salvation ? To ihis 
question, every man, in every 
vrade of orthodoxy, will an- 
swer, yes. You must pray, 
read the scriptures, and attend 
all the means of instruction. If 
these are neglected, you must 
fail of eternal life ; the spirit 
of God, whom you have often 
wrieved, will depart ; you vill 
lose all feeling that you are a sin- 
ner; and what you accuse as the 
cares of the world, will over- 
whelm you in utter thoughitless- 
ness and perdition. If you ne- 
glect these, we shall hear you 
no farther enquiring, how to pre- 
serve a suitable concern for the 
salvation of your soul. All those 
whohave a right understandingof 
the scriptures, will direct tothose 
religious services which instruct 
men concerning God, his law.our- 
selves, and the way of salvation, 
and the character of a Christian. 
But for what end the direction 
is given, is of great importance 
to ascertain. Is it given that 
men may thereby be instructed 
in their duty, and preserve 
proper sense of the importance 
of religion, and that the Chris- 
tian graces may be quickened 2 
their exercise ? If it be given 
for this purpose, the advice » 
strictly canonical, according '° 





the prophets, the divine Lord 
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and teacher of men, and his a- 


osties. But supposing it to be | 


given on the following principle ; 
that men do thereby make them- 
selves better, and more worthy 


of salvation : That by their] 


prayers, reading the scriptures 
and other services, they are be- 


coming worthy subjects of mer- | 


cy, so that God wou'd be unyus: 


todeny his grace : If the direc- 
tion be given with this intent, it 


js unscriptural. ‘Yo direct any 
to the discharge of duties, or 
supposed duties on these princi- 
ples, isa gross deviation from 
the word of God. Let it be 


freely spoken, for itis a gross | 


deviation, and although such re- 
presetitutions may by some be 
made, they neither change any 
heart, nor bind up any wound- 
ed conscience in lasting peace. 
While a trembling sinner thinks 
any of his own performances will 
save from misery, he will not 
cry. * Lord save us, we perish.” 
While his dependence ison him- 


self, iat cannot be on the free 


grace and merits of Christ. Be- 
fore men have a right to hope in 
the grace of God, they must 
despair in themselves. AS the 
Writer conceives, the means with- 





in our power are necessary both 
for sinners and Christians on the 
same account. They instruct 
in the most important truths ; 
they affect our minds ; they fix 
our attention: Therefore they 
are called means and not power, 
in the language of common 
sense. But are not those who 
use means the most probable 
subjects of sovereign mercy ? 
No man will deny this: For al- 
though they neither new cre- 
aie a sinner’s heart, nor, with- 
out the aids of the Holy Spirit, 
increase the sanctification of a 
Christian, nor have power to 
awaken any secure sinner ; yet, 
4S our natures are constituted, 
they have a tendency to bring 
our minds into that state, con- 
cerning which, a sovereign God 
may say, if he pleases to do it, 
“ T will, be thou saved ; not for 
thy works sake, but for my own 
glory, and through the merits 
of my beloved Son.” No Chris- 
tian indeed will wish to be sa- 
ved in any other way. Let A. 
Z. use the appointed means, 
especially, let him repent and 
believe, lest he sin away the day 
of grace. 


P, X. 


CONNECTICUT BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Communication to the Public, by the Directing Committee of the 
Connecticut Bible Society. 


Ta meeting in Hartford May 11th, 1809, for the purpose 
of forming a Connecticut Bible Society, the Rev. Nathan 


Perkins, D. D. was appointed Chairman, and the Rev. Abel Flint, 
Scribe. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Sa- 
Muel Nott. 

_ Articles of a Constitution, for the regulation of a Bible Society 
in Connecticut, had been previously compased and printed, in 
conection with an address and subscription proposal presented 
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to the well disposed, of every denomination. This measure hag 
been taken, merely for the purposes of accuracy and dispatch jp 
the formation of the Society. 

Those articles were read, distinctly examined, and passed by 
the meeting, with the following alterations. Instead of one Vicg 
President there shall be four, the Directing Committee shall cop, 
sist, of nine instead of seven. The annual meeting shall be hol. 
den at eight o’clock in the morning instead of nine. Such other 
verbal alterations were also made as those already mentioned rep. 
dered necessary. An article. providing for the filling of vacap. 
cies made in office, by resignation or removal, was likewise added 
to the printed Constitution. The meeting then proceeded, 
according to the Constitution thus adopted, to the organization of 
the Connecticut Bible Society, the sole object of which is the cir. 
culation of the Holy Scriptures, without note orcomment The 
following persons were then elected to the offices mentioned 

against their respective names, viz. 

The Hon. John Cotton Smith, of Sharon, President, 

The Hon. Jedidiah Huntington, of New-London, 

The Rev. Samuel Nott, of Franklin, U Vice 

The Rev. Azel Backus. of Bethlem, Presidente 

The Rev. Samuel Merwin, ot New-Haven, 

Mr. Joseph Rogers. of Hartford, Treasurer, 

Mr. Henry Hudson, of Hartford, Secretary, 

The Hon. Chauncey Goodrich, of Hartford, 4 

Samuel Pitkin, Esq. of East Hartford, 

The Rev. Amos Bassett, of Hebron, 

The Rev. Abel Flint, of Hartford, 

The Rev Henry A. Rowland, of Windsor, 

The Rev. Calvin Chapin, of Wethersfield, | 

The Rev. Andrew Yates, of East Hartford, 

The Rev. Menzies Rayner,* of Hartford, 

The Rev. Henry Grew, of Hartford, . 

At 4 o’clock P. M. of the same day, was the first meeting of the 
Directing Committee ; when the Honorable Chauncey Goodrich, 
was chosen Moderator, andthe Rev. Abel Flint. Clerk, of the 
Committee for the year ensuing, The Committee then adjourned, 
to the 22d instant, for the purpose of making arrangements ef- 
fectually to accomplish the benevolent and pious object of the 
Society. 

May 22d. TheDirecting Committee met according to adjour 
ment and agreed on the following arrangements. 

Ist. Asthe Constitution adopted by the Society is essentially 
the same with the printed form previously prepared, and now In 
general circulation through Connecticut, so the object of the 50° 
ciety will be accomplished, if those who desire to join in this di- 
vine charity, place their subscriptions on the proposal annexed 1 
the printed form and address. 


* The Rev. Mr. Rayner having declined accepting the appointment 


Directing 
Committee. 





Ichabod Lord Skinner, Esq. of Hartford, has been chogen im his 100m: 
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ad. Ministers of every denomination, are hereby invited and 
requested to be agents for the Society, each among the people of 
his own charge to obtwin subscriptions to the proposal already in 
circulation ; or in any, other way which shall, to them seem most 
expedient. 

3d. Any person friendly to this cause and willing to be active 
jn promoting its prosperity, In each society destitute of a minis- 
ter, isalso hereby requested to take upon himself an agency in 
obtaining and remitting subscriptions. 

4th. Every agent is desired to transmit annually to the Treasu- 
rer of the Society the sums which shall have been paid to him, 
together with the names of subscribers and a statement of the 
sums subscribed by them respectively. 

5th. Subscriptions and payments will be received at any time 
in which they shall be procured and forwarded to the Treasurer, 
but as the Constitution of the Society provides that every member 
shail be etitled to receive two Bibles annually, if application be 
made for the same within six months from the time of the annu- 
al meeting, it is desirable that as many payments as possible be 
made before the expiration of that time. 

6th. The editors of Newspapers, and of other periodical 
works, who are friendly to the cause in which the Society is en- 
gaged, are requested to publish the foregoing statements, that 
the organization of the Society, and the pian of its operation may 
be correctly and extensively understood. 


Test, 
ABEL FLINT, 


Clerk of the Directing Committee. 
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THE harvest truly is plente- 
ous, but the laborers are few ; 
pray ye, therefore, the Lord of 
the harvest, that he will send 
forth laborers into his harvest. 
Mat. ix. 37. 38. 

Such as are but little acquaint- 
ed with geography. or who have 


plications and vigorous exertion. 
The subsequent statement, it is 
believed, is so far from being ex- 
travagant, that, if error exist, it 
| will ke found in its deficiency 
and not in its excess. 
Heathen or Pagans, 

For the most part worshippers 
of idols, of priests, of the hea- 
venly bodies, &c. 


hot attended particularly to the In Asia. 

Population of our globe, can | Places. Inhabitants. 
form but an incompetent idea of | Samocida, 1,900,000 
the evils sin has produced andj Kamtschatka, 906.000 


of the loud call for fervent sup- 


Japan, 10,000,000 
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Places. Inhabitants \ Peru, 10,000 og 
Adjacent Isles, 4.955.000 | Terra Firma, 10,000 099 
New Holland, 18,000,000 | Of negroes in a state of hea. 
New Zealand, 1,149,000 thenism. 
New Ireland, 2,000,00u | The little Antilles, 
The Friendly, ) contain 150,000 
Sandwich, ‘The Bahamas, 22,000 
Pelew, SIsl’ds. 1,300,000 | The Great Antilles, 300,000 
Society, ) } The Carribbees and 
Kurile, 4 other islands, 400,000 
The Philippine Isl’ds, 150,000 | Guiana, 2,000,000 
The Calamines, in | Yerra Magellanica, 9,000,009 
which are some 1 Old Mexico, 15,000,000 
catholics, 250,000 | New Mexico, 15,000,000 
Hither India,’ 50,000.000 | Pagans, north of the 
Tibet, 10,500,000 U. States, 3,000,006 
Hindostan, 110.000,000 | West of the Missis- 
Isle of Ceylon, 2,000,000 | _ sippl, 4,000.000 
New Britain, 700.000 | Cumberlands Isle, 10.000 
New Guinea, 950000 | Madre di Dios, 8,000 
New Caledonia, 200,000 | Terra del Fuego, 5,000 


Maldives, > 
Java, 

Borneo, 
Timor, 
Sumatra, many 
Celebes, 1 tans. 
Boutam, 

Pullo Lout, 
Molucca, J} 


In Africa. 





Negroland, 18,000,000 | 
‘Congo, 2,000,000 
Loangoy 2,000,000 
Benguela, 1,800.000 
Angola, 1,500,000 
Mataman, 2,000.000 
Ajan, 2,500,000 
Zanguebar, | 3,500,000 
Monoemugi, 2,000,000 
Sofala, 1,000,000 
Terra de Natal, 2,000,000 
Caffraria, 2,500,000 
Isle of St. Thomas, 10,000 
Madagascar, 1,500,000 
In America. 
Brazil, 15,000,000 
Chili, 2.000.000 | 
Paraguay, 0.000.000 | 
Amazonia, 8,500,000 | 


Islands in some 
of which thereare 
mahome- 


17,000,000 | 





Of those who revere the false 
prophet Mahomet, and who 
are captivated with the errors 
of the Koran, there are: 

In Europe. 

10.000,000 

2,000,000 


Turkey, 

The Tartarys 

Isles Tenedos, Negro- 
pontand Lemnos, — 40,000 

Other islands in the 
Archipelago and 


Mediterranean, 800,000 
Turkey in Asia, 20,000.000 


Persia, (sect of Ali) 22.000.000 


Arabia, 17.000.000 
Great Tartary, 30,000.000 
Isle of Maldives, 100,000 


Isle of Boutam, 80,000 
Scattered throngh 


the Indias, 10,000,000 
Scattered through 
the Asiatic Isles, 2,000,000 


In Africa. 


Egypt, 2,000,000 
Nubia, 2,500,000 
States of Barbary, 3,000,000 
Biledulgerid, 2,000,000 
Zaara, 800,008 
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Vast numbers of Jews are 
scattered through Europe, Asia 
and Africa, and a few through 
North and South America, on 
whom, when Moses is read, the 
yail resteth even to this day 

The above statement is drawn 
chiefly from a work published 
by Dr. Carey, in the ycar 1792, 
entitled “* An enquiry into the 
obligations of Christians to use 
means for the conversion of the 
heathen.” It has been correct- 
ed as far as practicable by the 
works of geographers, travellers 
and navigators who have writ- 
ten since that ume. Dr. Carey 
annexes to his survey, of which 
the preceding is but a small part, 
the following judicious and in- 
teresting observations. 

First, The inhabitants of the 
world amount to about seven 
hundred and thirty-one millions; 
four hundred and twenty mil- 
lions of Whom are still in pagan 
darkness ; an hundred and thir- 


ty millions the followers of Ma- [ 


homet ; an hundred millions ca- 
tholics ; forty-four millions pro- 
testants ; thirty millions of the 
Greek and Armenian churches ; 
and perhaps seven millions of 
Jews. It must undoubtedly 
strike every considerate mind, 
what a vast proportion of the sons 
of Adam there are, who yet re- 
main in the most deplorable 
state of heathen darkness, with- 
out any méans of knowing the 
true God, except what are ‘af- 
forded them by the works of na- 
ture ; and who are utterly de- 
stitute of the knowledge of the 
Sospel of Christ, or of any 
Means of obtaining it. In ma- 
hy of these countries they have 
no written language, consequent- 
'y no bible, and are only led by 
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the most childish customs and 
traditions. Such, for instance, 
are all the middle and back parts 
of North America, the inland 
parts. of South America, the 
South Sea islands, New Holland, 
New Zealand, New Guinea ; 
and I may add, Great ‘Tartary, 
Siberia, Samojedia, and the other 
parts of Asia contiguous to the 
frozen sea ; the greatest part 
of Africa, the island of Mada- 
gascar, and many places beside. 
In many of these parts also they 
are cannibals, feeding upon the 
flesh of their slain enemies, with 


}the greatest brutality and eager- 


ness. ‘The truth of this was as- 
certained, beyond a doubt, by 
the late eminent navigator, Cook, 
of the New Zealanders, and 
some of the inhabitants of the 
western coastof America. Hu- 
man sacrifices are also very fre- 
quently offered, so that scarce a 
week elapses without instances 
of thiskind. They are in gene- 
ral poor, barbarous, naked pa- 
gans, as destitute of civilization, 
as they are of true religion. 

Secondly, Barbarous as these 
poor heathens are, they appear 
to be as capable of knowledge 
as we are ; and in many places, 
at least, have discovered uncom- 
mon genius and tractableness ; 
and I greatly question whether 
most of the barbarities, practised 
by them, have not originated in 
some real or supposed affront, 
and are therefore, more proper- 
ly, acts of selfdefence, than 
proof of inhuman and bloodthirs- 
ty dispositions. 

Thirdly, other 


In 


parts, 


where they have a written lan- 
guage, as in the East Indtes, Chi- 
na, Japan, &c. they know no- 
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“y 


thing of the gospel.* The Je- 
suits indeed once made many 
converts to popery among the 

hinese ; but their highest aim 
seemed to be to obtain their 
good opinion ; for though the 
converts professed themselves 
Christians, yet they were allowed 
to honour the image of ConFu- 
cius their great lawgiver ; and 
at length their ambiious in- 
trigues brought upon them the 
displeasure of government, 
which terminated in the sup- 
pression of the mission, and al- 
most. if not entire'y,of the Chris- 
tian name. It is also a melan- 
choly fact, that the vices of Eu- 
ropeans have been communi- 
cated wherever they themselves 
have been; so that the religious 
state of even heathens has heen 
rendered worse by intercourse 
with them ! 

Fourthly. A very great pro- 
portion of Asia and Africa, with 
some part of Europe, are ma- 
hometans ; and those in Persia, 
who are of the sect of Hal, are 
the most inveterate enemies to 
the Turks; and they in return 
abhor the Persians. The Afri- 
cans are some of the most igno- 
rant of all the Mahometans; es- 
pecially the Arabs, who are 
scattered through all the north- 
ern pirts of Africa, and live up- 
on the depredations which they 
are continually making upon 
their neighbors. 

Fifthly, In respect to those 
who bear the Christian name, a 
very great degree of ignorance 
and immorality abounds a- 
mongst them. There are Chris- 


* Much has, of late, been done in 
the east by the missionaries of 
Christ ; and we hope God is about 
to exhibit still greater testimonies 
of his power and compassion. 





tians, SO called, of the Greek and 
Armenian churches, in all the 
M.hometan countries ; but they 
are, if possible, more ignorant 
and vicious than the Mahome. 
tans themselves. The Georgi- 
an Christians, who are near the 
Caspian Sea, maintain them. 
selves by selling their neigh. 
bors, relations, and children, 
for slaves to the Turks and Per. 
sians. And itis remarked, tnat 
if any of the Greeks of Anatolia 
turn mussulmen, the Turks pe. 
ver esteem them, on account of 
their being so much noted for 
dissimulation and hypocrisy. [t 
is well known that most of the 
members of the Greek church 
are very ignorant. The pupists 
also are in general ignorant of 
divine things, and very vicious. 
Nor do the bulk of the church 
of England much exceed them, 
either in knowledge or holiness; 
many errors, and mutch loose- 
ness of conduct, are to be found 
amongst dissenters of all de- 
nominations, The Lutherans 
in Denmark are much on apart 
with the ecclesiastics in Eng: 
land ; and the face of most 
Christian countries presents 4 
dreadful scene of ignorance, 
hypocrisy, and profligacy. Va 
rious baneful, and pernicious ¢t 
rors appear to gain ground, In 
almost every part of christen 
dom ; the truths of the gospel; 
and even the gospel itself, are 
attacked ; and every method 
that the enemy can invent 1s 
employed to undermine the 
kingdomof our Lord J esus Christ 

All these things are loud calls 
to Christians, and especially to 
ministers, to exert themselves 
to the utmost in their severdl 
spheres of action, and totry a 
large them as much as possi 
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Anpendages to the Typical Sys- 
se, CEM. 

NDER the dispensation of 
U the typical system, emi- 
nent typical characters were ex- 
hibited Which are now to be In- 


Anfendages to the Typical System. 





troduced for explanation—Of 


those selected, we may first con- | 


der that renowned judge of Is- 
rel. whose miraculous acts as- 
onished his friends and con- 
founded his foes. 

Sampson a type of Curist. 

The typical traits in the histo- 
ry and character of this prodigy 
of strenzth and valor are not 
pincipally, the annunciation of 
his birth to. his mother before 
his conception, as the angel sa- 
luted Mary ; ‘Hail, thou arthigh- 
ly favored—and shalt conceive. 
and bring forth a son*—nor in 
his being a nazarite, a type of 
him who ‘was called a Naza- 
rene, the true nazarite before 
God and men, the substance of 
all the.typical nazarites under 
the law—nor in his conflict with 
(ie lion which roared ‘against 
him, and which he slew ; as s% 
tan hike a roaring lion, assailed 
Christ with violent temptations, 
end whom he resisted © and 
Yauquished—nor in his being 
bound and delivered to his ene- 


eS 


*It is observable, that eminently 
ypical persons were conceived by 
luothers who had long been barren. 
Sarah was ninety years old and past 
age when she conceived and bare 
‘aac—Rebekah had lived twenty 
years with Isaac when she bare Ja- 
to achel was long barren before 
iat Joseph, and the wite of Ma- 
oah before she bare Sampson—Was 
hot this designed to render credible, 
ind illustrate the possibility of the 


iysterions event, that a Vircin} 


“oncetve and bare a son? 


Vor. II. No. 6. 


5 
| 
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mies ; as Christ was seized and 
delivered tothe chief priests who 
sought his life—nor in his sleep- 
ing in a Gentile city watched by 
spies ; as Christ slept in the 
grave, watched by a guard of 
soldiers—nor in breaking the 
cords with which he was bound ; 
as Christ burst the bandsof death 


_—hor in waking from sleep and 


- 





retiring from the city, carrying 
with him the gates, posts and 
all; as Christ arose triumphant- 
ly from the grave—nor in bis ta- 
king a Philistine wife, as Christ 
espoused the Gentile church— 


but the principal instances are— 


His miraculous  strength—or 
shall we consider this rather as 
the qualification for those aston- 
ishing acts which he performed, 
in which he so peculiarly typi- 
fied Christ the Lord; as that di- 
vine power possessed by Chiist, 
qualificd him for the miracles 
which he wrought and accom- 


| plishing his work effectually and 


vloriously.—Eminenently was 
Sampson a type of Christ, 
1. In judging and avenging 


his people of their enemies.— 


Long time had the Philistines 








prevailed against the Israclites, 
end reduced them to vassalage, 
poverty and contempt, and in 
compassion to their distress, 
God raised up Sampson to deli- 
ver them and retaliate their inju- 
ries upon their foes. In the af- 
flicted and depressed state of the 
Israelites, we have an affecting 
representation of the spiritual 
oppression and low condition of 
God’s people through the power 
and subtilty of their spiritual ene- 
mies—and in Sampson, raised 
up to deliver God’s ancient Isra- 
el, we have an impressive type 
of Christ, raised up to deliver 
his spiritual Israel, and recom- 
x ¢ 
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pense upon their enemies, the 
evils done to his people. 

2. In effecting his enterprises 
and conquering his enemies 
alone, and by the most inefficient 
and contemptible weapons.— 
Heaps upon heaps. said Samp- 
son, with the jaw-bone of an 
ass, have I slain a thousand men. 
As of the people, there was.none 
with Christ, and he gained a de- 
cisive and final victory over his 
numerous and powerful ene- 
mies, by the humble, the cen- 
temptible weapon of his cross— 
And having spoiled principali- 
ties and powers, he made a shew 
of them openly, triumphing over 
them In it. | 

S. In slaying more in his 
death, than in the time of his 
life. As, when the lords of the 
Philistines gathered together. 
rejoiced and made merry, that 
their God had delivered Samp- 
son their enemy into their hands ; 
sO, we may suppose, the pow- 
ers of darkness congratulated 
one another in the success of 
their artifices to have Christ cut 
off from the land of the living — 
but as Sampson leaned ‘against 
the pillars upon which the house 
stood, and by one mighty effort 
overthrew the house, slew all 
those who were upon it, and 
made his exit out of the 
world victortously and trium- 
phantly ; so when Christ bowed 
his head and gave up the ghost, 
he foiled all his enemies, pros- 
trated their kingdom, subjected 
them to everlasting confusion 
and shame, and triumphantly as- 
cended, leading captivity, cap- 
tlue—now 

“* Break off your tears, ye saints, 

and tell 


“How high your great deliverer 
SeIRMS, 


Appendages to the Typical System. 
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‘6 Sing how he il’d th } 
of hell, ™ a 

“And led the tyrant death jp 
chains. 

‘* Say, live forever, mighty kj 

“* Born te redeem and Aaa, 
The : 

‘“* Then ask the monster, where’ 
thy’sting, — 

“* And where’s thy victory boas. 
ing grave,” 


’ 


strong to 


Flallelujah, 
SOLOMON a type of Curist, 
Among the mighty monarchs 


which have swayed the scep. 
tres of thrones and kingdoms, 
‘Solomon the son of David oc. 
‘cuples a pre-eminent rank, and 


may be considered as an illust: 


rious type of Christ. 


1. He was the son of David 
distinctly designated as his heir 
and successor In. the kingdom. 
The son immediately respected 
in the covenant of royalty made 
with him and te which so many 
promises were made, and typif- 
cd Christ, who was. that son of 


David whom God set on his 


holy hill Zion, and in whom 
those promises were ultimately 
fulfilled. I will be to hima 
father and he shall be to me a 
son, and he shall sit upon the 
throne of his father David, ant 
reign over the (spiritual) house 
of Jacob forever. , 
2. God gave Solomon a wise 
and understanding heart. And 
Solomon’s wisdom excelled the 
wisdom of all the children of the 
east country and all the wisdom 
of Egypt : For he was wise! 
than all men. ‘ Possessing 4 
kind of intuitive knowledges 
he investigated the nature ol 
beasts and fowls, of creepims 
things and fishes, and the quall- 
ties of herbs, plants and ters 
from the hyssop that springet 
out of the wall, to the cedar” 


{Juxg, 
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tebanon. In this was not So- | 
Jomon an impressive type of 
Christ, in whom are hid ail the 
treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge, and did the penetrating 
discernment of Solomon, in the 
qualities of the natural world, 
represent the spiritual discern- 
ment of Christ, in all the sub- | 
jects which pertained to the 
kingdom of God, and the mys- 
teries of redeeming love ? Solo- 
mon astomshed the queen of 
Sheba, with the satisfactory an- 
swers he gave to her abstruse 
and difficult questions ; and 
Christ, when a mere youth, as- 
tonished lawyers and doctors 
with his understanding and an- 
swers, and by his sagacity eva- 
ded all the stratagems of his 
enemies to confound and expose 
him. Solomon was an oracie of 
wisdom in the economy of hu- | 
man life, and gave most excel- j 
lent counsels, cautions and in- 
structions, constituting a com- 
plete systern of human prudence | 
and discretion—and Christ gave | 
most seasonable cautions, coun- | 
sels and a perfect system of | 
rules for spiritual and holy hv 
ing. | 

3. Solomon reigned over an : 
extended empire, over all king- | 
doms from the river to the land | 
ofthe Philistines, and unto the. 
border of Egypt—and Christ 
possesses a universal dominion, 
having power given him over 
all things in heaven and earth, 
authorities, principalities and ' 
powers, being made subject to 
him, and is made head over all 
things to the church. 

4. Solomon was blessed with 
a serene and tranquil mind. 
hou shalt call his name Solo- 
MON, fleace, reat, representing 
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vating the arts of peace, under 


his wise, mild and pacific reign, 
his subjects were prosperous and 
happy without a parrailel—Sol- 
omon made silver in Jerusalem 
as stones in the street, and ce- 
dar as sycamore trees in the 
vale for abundance. Judah and 
Israel were many, as the sand 
which Is by the sea in multitude, 
eating and drinking and making 
merry. This peaceful, prospe- 
rous, happy state of Israel, was 
atypical representation of the 
safety, peace and prosperity of 
Christ’s kingdom and the hap- 
piness of his people, his church, 
particularly in the millennial 
period, when her peace shall be 
as a river, when for brass they 
shall bring silver, and for silver 
gold, when sheshallsuck the milk 
of the Gentiles, and the breasts 
of kings, shall possess the glory 
of Lebanon, the excellency of 
Carmel and Sharon, and be sa- 
tisfied with the abundance of her 
glory—Espetially of the hea- 
venly state, when eminently her 
walls shall be salvation and her 
gates praise, and even God him- 
self shall rejoice over her with 
singing, and rest in his love. 

5. Shall we consider the 
marriage of Solomon and the 
Egyptian princess, as an em- 
blem of Christ espousing the 
(Gentile) church, and apply to 
the occasion the sacred lines of 
Dr. Watts : 


“ _ king of Saints, how fair his 
ace, 
“ Adorn’d with majesty and 


race, 
- fie comes with blessings from 


above, , 
‘“‘And wins the nations to his 
love. 


“ At his right hand our eyes be- 
hold, 


“The queen array’d im finest 
gold 


> 
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Apfendages tothe Tu; ical System, 





[Juxz, 


“The world admires her hea-} Jonan atype of Chrisc, 


venly dress, 


“ Her robe of joy and righteous- The ‘singular history of th. 


ress 


“ He forms her beauties like his 


own, 


prophet Jonah must be fanji- 


tau 


to those who have read ij. 


‘s He calls and seats her near his | scriptures with common att. 


throne, 


tion. The command he rece}. 


“Fair stranger, let thine heart} ved to go to Nineveh and ‘mas 


forget . ' 
“‘ The idols of thy native state.’ 


claim, yet forty days, and Nine. 
veh shall be overthrown; | 


b] 1ilS 


— 


Perhaps in no one instance { attempt to flee from tie pre. 


was Solomon a type of Christ. 


more eminently than, 


6. In building atemple to the 


Lord his God. 


It was in the heart of David | and his slumbering siupid state, 


sence of the Lord ; going on 
board the ship for Torshish, the 
mighty tempest which arose, 


the distress of the mariners, 


to build a temple to the Lord his | the expedient adopted to decide 
God ; but God forbad him, as-} tor whose sake the tempest was 
suring him that this work was | brought upon them, the exne- 


reserved for Solomon.  Solo- 


dient proposed to obtain relief, 


mon thy son shall build an house | to cast himinto the sea, the expe- 
tomyname. ‘To this arduous | riment made, the relief received, 


work he applied himself with 
pious zeal and assiduity. The 
edifice was constructed of the 
most excellent materials—the 
choicest cedar brought from 
iecbanon and costl, stones, or- 
namenied with silver and gold, 
and completed, for magnifi- 
cence, splendor and _ beauty, 
stood forth the glory and won- 
der of the world. But this 
temple wasa type of the church, 
and the rich and precious mate- 
rials of which it was composed, 
emblems of the precious mate- 
rials with which that spiritual 
and holy building is constructed 
—and Solomon in erecting the 
temple, was a type of Christ, 
constructing the church, the 


the swallowing of Jonah by a 
ereat fish, his continuin: in it 
three days and three nights, his 
wenitent confessionand prayer.his 
being cast upon dry ground, 
his receiving a command the 
second time to go to Nineveh, 
his compliance and faithful per- 
formance of his duty, the re- 
pentance of the Ninevites, and 
the suspension of the threatened 
judgement : we may consider 
these events as typical of the 
lollowing subjects. 

1. Shall the tempest which lay 
upon the mariner represent the 
manifestations of divine displea- 
sure against sinners, asit is writ- 
ten, upon the wicked, God shall 
rain snares, fire and brimstone 


temple of the living God, and if | and an horrible tempest, and 


the temple, the type, was so 
splendid and beautiful, how 
glorious will the substance, the 
church, that spiritual edifice ap- 
pear, when the top stone shall 
be brought forth with shouting, 


crying, grace, grace unto it. 


their dangerand distress, the dan- 
rer and distress of the wicked ? 

2. Shall the raging sea repre- 
sent the sufferings of Christ, 4S 
he prayed, Save me, O God, 
for the waters are come into My 
soul ? 























~ 


1g0°.} 


3. As the mariners could eb- 
ein relief only by casting Jonah 
‘nto (be Sea 5 SO SINDers can ob- 
tin deliverance from eternal 
death and torment, only by tne 


atonement and sufferings of 
Christ. 
4. Shall casting Jonah into the 


seaiypify the distress and ago- 
ny of Christ when be sunk in 
deep waters, and Gocd’s waves 
and biliows, the tloods overilow- 
ae nim ? 

, Shall the fish swallowing 
i aus fy death and the 
graye 2 devouril 1s and swallowing 
Crist Andas Jonad was three 
daysand three nights in the belly 
of the fish, so was the son of nian 
three days and three nights in 
the heart of the eart Ds inthe vai- 
ley of the shadow of death. 

6. As the fish cast Jonah upon 
dry ground, so the grave released 
Christ its prisoner and he rose 
lromthe dead. Aud as Jonah. 
alter his restoration, went and 
preached to the Nineviies, so 
Christ after his resurrection 
commanded his discipies to 
preach repentance for the re- 
mission of sins in his name to 
all nations, Verily without 
coniroversy, wreat is the mys- 
tery of godliness ; God was 
m anifested in the flesh. justified 
in the spirit, seen of angels, 
preached to the Gentiles, believed 
inthe world, received up to 
Slory, 

li the preceding explana- 
tlon cor responds with the design 
a the typical dispensation, and 
txhibits the substance, the im- 
portant spiritual subjects repre- 
sent ‘ed by it ; it is natural to re- 
“ct, How eminently is Christ 
‘ie end of the law, the grand 
sinyect of Moses and the pro- 


Phets, the Alpha and Omega 
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of the holy scriptures! How 
eminently should he be the 


subject .of ministerial exhibi- 
tion and address, and how af- 
fectionately should he be ad- 
mired in all them that believe! 


—. + oe 


To rue Eprror oF THE Con- 


NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


Sir, 


ie you think the enclosed let- 
ter deserving of a place in 
your Magazine, you will oblige 
more than one reader by pub- 
lishing it. 

The writer was a young lady 
of seventeen. Her views on the 
subject of Evangelical religion 
seem, however, to have been 
such, as might constrain many 
of her superiors in age to blush 
at their ignorance. pride, or wil- 
ful blindness respecting it. 

The circumstance of her re- 
siding in a part of our country, 
where the means and opportuni- 
ties of religious instruction can- 
not be supposed, at all times, so 
attainable as in the older settle- 
ments, is another cause for tak- 
ing shame to ourselves, at her 
early proficiency in that most 
important of all pursuits, atten- 
tion to the concerns of the soul. 

As to the person about whom 
the letter was written, there needs 
no apology for wishing to em- 
balm her in the hearts of all the 
amiable and the virtuous. Nei- 
ther will it, I presume, be 
thought improper, thus to pre- 
sent to public view, a private 
death-bed scene ; since all such 
scenes are in some respects, the 
concern of every individual of the 
human race ; and é/is, in par- 
ticular, ought to be pre-eminent. 
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lv so, on account of the brilliant 
Christian colouring which sur- 
rounded it. Had another “ wit- 
ness” to the humbling, but glo- 
rious doctrines of the cross been 
wanting, well might this amia- 
ble female have ranked as one. 
Blest, beyond the ordinary lot of 
humanity.in those pleasing qua- 
lities, which, for the want of 
some more appropriate name, 
we stile “* good natural disposi- 
tions,” she could not, in a worldly 
view, have had much cause for 
self-disapprobation. The rare 
eulogium was hers, which the 
biographers of Mrs. Rowe have 
bestowed on that Incomparable 
woman, namely, that *“ she was 
never knowntobe angry.” In 
very many other virtues, (be- 
side that of a calm and patient 
temper,) did the subject of this 
letter, excel. Loved, esteemed, 
cherished, and deservedly so, 
by all who knew her, there 
seemed to mortal eye, at least, 
no more of goodness to desire, 
than she possessed. The reader 
is going to decide whether she 
fond all this “ native”? excel- 
lence sufficient to support her 
in the trying hour;—sufficient to 
enable her to “ abide Ais com- 
ing,” who searcheth the heart 
and trieth the reins,” and who 
hath declared, that, ‘in his 
sight, shall no man living be 
justified.” ; 
The letter not being original- 
Jy intended for the public eye, 
it has been found necessary to 
omit some passages, and in 
others, to make a few slight al- 
terations, but in no instance, 
has the writer’s apparent mean- 
ing been intentionally obscured 
or perverted ; and with regard 
to facts, none have been kept 
back which could be interesting 
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beyond the domestic circle of 
tender relatives and partial 
friends. It was also occasional. 
ly needful to endeavor in some 
degree, tosupply the deficien. 
cies of this methodof preparation, 
by a few connecting remarks, as 
the subject seemed to require. 
With a deep sense of the im. 
portance of the subject, and a most 
cordial wish for its impressive 
and salutary effect on many of 
your young readers, 
I remain, Sir, 
with much esteem, 
Yours, &c. 

A SUBSCRIBER. 

Connecticut, March 20th, 180%. 


P. S. Since writing the above, 
and preparing the enclosed for 
the press, intelligence has been 
received of the death of its 
amiable author, Miss. Phebe 
Judson of Westmoreland, New- 
York. Howsoon, Alas! isthe 
world deprived of another of its 
ornaments, and her sex of one 
whose early pietyand well instruc- 
ted mind seemed to promise a0 
example highly worthy of their 
careful imitation ! But, those who 
“ sleep in Jesus, will Ged bring 
with him” ! ‘That she is one o 
that blessed number, we have 
not the smallest reason to doubt. 
May her memory find as sweet 
and faithful a preserver as *% 
was to that friend who pas 
before her, into the presence o! an 
approving God! And may ™* 
ny of their sex be induced by 
the dying behaviour and exhor 
tations of the one, and the pr 
mature decease of the othtts 
without delay, to beg!” bof 
steadily to persevere in 4 I 
truly vital piety, and truly Chi!s 
tian virtue and usefulness. 





March 27th. 
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Westmoreland, (N. Y.) Dec. 
25th, 1807. 


Letter from Miss Phebe Jud- 


807i. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


ITH what language shall 

I now address you? 
my eyes are filled with sympa- 
thetic tears, and my heart with 
sore affliction for you. But, the 
task is fallen on me, and I mus? 
give you the mournful intelli- 
gence of the death of your dear 
sister, Mrs. Anne Curtiss, who 
bade adieu to this vain world, on 
Thursday the 24th day of De- 
cember.* 

Yes, my dear girl! her hus- 
band is now called to mourn the 
loss of an amiable consort. her 
parents, an affectionate daugh- 
ter, her brothers and sisters, a 
near and dear relative, and all 
who knew her,a most valuable 
acquaintance. A few days since. 
she was blooming with life and 
health ; but, where is she now ! 
Her earthly remains were this 
day, (which is Friday) commit- 
ted to the dreary mansions o 
the dead. Her soul is, I trust. 
wafted by guardian spirits to 
those light regions where she 
will spend an endless eternity 
i) uninterrupted happiness. 
O my friend ! may you, and 
all to whom she was dear, be 
submissive under this afflictive 
Stroke of divine providence, and 
temember that God’s will is 


a 


* Mrs. Curtiss was the wife of 
Ezekiel Curtiss. of Westmoreland, 
New-York.—Both of them (as well 
as the writer of this letter) were 

erly from Connecticut ; the 
‘wns of Stratford and Huntington. 
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done ! may he support you all ! 
It is in vain for me to attempt 
pouring a single balm of conso- 
lation into your wounded bosom. 
But, look to Heaven, there you 
may find a sure relief for all 
your sorrows. Praying that 
God would stretch out his al- 
mighty arm to support you un- 
der this trying dispensation, E 
proceed to give you a few parti- 
culars concerning it. 

Your sister was not appre- 
hended to be in dangerous cir- 
cumstances until about eight 
days before her disease. She 
was favored with the perfect ex- 
ercise of reason until her very 
last moment, and manifested an 
entire willingness to leave the 


world, trusting in the mercy of 


God, through the merits and 


}atonement of an Almighty Sa- 


viour. 
With this view of death, how 


ia 


sweet were her dying words f 


' Oh my dear, (said she to me, 


as I entered her room,) I have 
poured out my soul to God—I 
have laid myself prostrate be- 
fore him, and ‘rust to him for 
mercy !” Then addressing 
herselfto a young person who 
was present, said to him, “ you 
now behold me in the agonics 
of death,—and soon you must be 
In the same situation ;—there- 
fore, remember your Creator in 


the days of your youth.” 


Previous to my arrival, the 
physician had pronounced her to 
be past recovery.—Zhen it was 
that she began to feel her dissolu- 
tion to be near, and to realize that 
she must soon “appear before 
the judgment-seat of Christ”!— 
Then it was that she began to 
lament her mispent life, and to 
cry unto God for mercy! day 


and night she rested not, but 
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continued in earnest supplica- 
tion at the throne of grace, en- 
treating others to pray for her. 
and exhorting them not to delay 
repentance. until the hour of 
death ; assuring them that this 
was an awful time to prepare 
to appear before God. “ Oh, 
(said she) what have I been do- | 
ing? What have [been doing! 
I have been laying up treasures | 
onearth where moth and rust | 
doth corrupt, and where thieves | 
break through and steal 2” | 

She continued for some days, | 
thus dreadfully exercised in | 





{ 
{i 
nind, praying and pleading with | 
} 
| 


her “* dear Redeemer” for par- 
don: when, about two days be- 
fore her death, God, in infinite 
mercy, Was pleased to send the 
* sun of righteousness Wit! 
healing in his wings,” to ease 
her wounded spirit, and fill ber 
soul with praise and joy. “Sull, 
at afew short intervals, did her 
mind appear somewhat darken- 
ed; and then, again, with the 
most earnest supplication would 
she address herself to God for 
his returning spirit. “Oh, it 
would have softened an heart of 
adamant to hear her! No lJan- 
guage Cah express the earnest- 
ness of her entreaties ! About 
eight hours before her last, at a 
time, when she was thus pour- 
ing out her soul to God, I en- 
tered her room; but, how can 
I describe the sensations I ex- 
perienced to hear her dying 
voice in prayer to Jesus! «¢ Oh! 
my dear Redeemer ! (she cried,) 
canst thou pardon such a vile 
sinner as I am! Oh! is there 
any mercy lelt in store for me / 
Can I come unto thee at the 
eleventh hour, and be received 
into thy kingdom !” After hav- 
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ing proceeded, for some time, 
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in this manner; she turned hep 
eyes upon a ‘person standings 
near her bed, (a professor of 
religion,) and sald to him, «dy 
you think there is any mercy 
left in store for me?” He renji. 
ed, there was always mercy for 
the fenitent, and she must de- 
pend alone 6n her Saviour. {yp 
salvation. Oh, (she excleim- 
ed,) my soul is convinedd of (his, 
and Lam ready to die!’ Shp 
then requested- him to muke 4 
prayer ; after which she seem- 
ed overwhelmed with a sense af 
the voodness of God, and lony- 
ed to be absent from the bod 
Urat she might be pres 


icy, 
ent with 
She ‘exhoited those a: 
round her, not to slioht the ofr 
of salvation, but to ‘embrace 
their Saviour as“ Alfin All,” 
that when’ they “should receive 


thei’ final summons, they miyht 


cheerfully obey; ‘and have noth- 


‘ing to do,*but'te dié. > 


“Gteat appeégréd to be her re- 


morse, at thiS solemn hour, for 


not having devoted her life whol- 
ly to the “service of God; and 
fervent her desire that youth in 
particular, might be taugh: the 
importance of eternal things, 
and,’ before’ the hand of death 
should arrive, secure to them- 
selves that glorious crown o 
immortality, an interest in the 
atoning blood of Jesus. She 
said, that altho’ God was pleas- 
ed to accept her soul at the elev- 
enth hour, yet the danger of de- 
laying till that time was most 
awfully great. 

For some hours _ before 
she expired, her distress 0 
body was extreme; but God 
was pleased in mercy, sill, 1 
preserve her reason, until she 
drew her very last breath ; and, 
she continued to express the 
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most entire confidence in herSa- 
yiour, earnestly longing to de- 
part and be united to him, 
It isimpossible for me to write 
every particular ; but she exhi- 
bited the most satisfactory ‘evi- 
dence, that our loss ts her gain. 
It seemed as if her reason 
and strength had been spared 
for the sole purpose of conver- 
sing with those around her on 
these solemn and interesting 
things. ** Oh, said she, that my 
guardian angels would now waft 
me into the arms of my Saviour ! 
Welcome, death! (she repea- 
tedly exclaimed.) O Death ! 
where is thy sting ? O Grave! 
where is thy victory ?” 
Speaking of her friends in 
Connecticut—she expressed re- 
eret at their great distance from 
her, and feared they would be 
overwhelmed with the news of 
her death ; but added, that the 
same God was with both them 
and her; and * tell them,” (said 
she) “ that I am not as one that 
dieth without hope.” The glo- 
rious views she seemed to have 
of eternity, and her earnest wish 
for death, were enough to con- 
vince the most unbelieving mor- 
tal in existence, that there is in- 
deed something beyond the 
grave ; and for those who have 
made their peace with God, a 
state of happiness which “ eye 
hath not seen, nor-ear heard, nei- 
ther hath entered into the heart 
of man” toconceive. “ Oeter- 
nity ! eternity ! (would she of- 
ten cry,) when shall I be in eter- 
nity { How long must it be be- 
fore I may rest in the arms of 
my Saviour ?” “ Come, death! 
Come quickly, and make the 
dreadful, yet desired separation 
of soul and body.” About half 


an hour betore she breathed her. 
Vou. II, No. 6. 
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| last ; enquiring thetime of night, 


and being answered that it was 
nearly 2 o’clock, she exclaimed, 
“ ( joyful hour ! A short time, 
and I shall be hers, no more !” 
Some one observed that she 
might perhaps continue until 
sunrise ; she replied, that the 
sun would never no more shine 
on Aer ; that when the last sun 
arose, something within had 
seemed to assure her, that be- 
fore the dawn of another day, 
she would be, 








—‘¢ On that eternal shore, 


+** Where suns would rise and set no 


more ; 

“‘ But beams of righteousness would 
shine 

“« Unto eternity.” 





A few minutes before two 
o’clock, her struggles were very 
severe ; and wishing to be rai- 
sed in bed, she then told us she 
was dying ; for she could discern 
no object but the light of the 
candle. Upon being asked ifshe 
were then willing to die, she an- 
swered, “ Oh, yes !” which were 
the last words she spoke. 

It was about two o’clock when 
she yielded her spirit into the 
hands of God who gave it. 

Thus, my dear friend, you 
are now Called to mourn the de- 
parture of an amiable and affec- 
tionate sister—and may you 
mourn wisely. You will spend 
no more hours with her onearth; 
but I pray that God would pre- 
pare your soul, and those of all 
who were dear. to her /ere, to 
meet her in that world where 
sorrow and weeping shall be 
done away, and all shall unite to 
spend a joyful eternity in sing- 
ing the praises of their glorious 
Redeemer. May the consola- 
tions of his Holy Spirit support 
both you and them ! 

Ff 
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Iler funeral was attended by a 
respectable number of people ; 
and a sermon preached by the 
Rev. Mr. Norton, from Eccles. 
xii. 1L—* Remember now thy 
Creator, in the days of thy 
youth.” 

It will be a satisfaction to you 
to hear that the dear bereaved 
children are well. ‘Fhe babe is 
now at nurse, but they are both 
to be placed with their grand- 
parents, according to the dying 
request of their faithful and ten- 
der mother. 

You know not how I wish to 
see you. I mightthentell you 
many particulars which cannot 
be communicated by letter. Li 
is uncertain when I shall be gra- 
tified in this ; and I leave it with 
Divine Providence to direct. 
Pissibly I may come down in 
the spring ; but, it is also possi- 
ble, that, before spring arrives, 
my eyes may be closed in death; 
the hand which is now penning 
thissolemn intelligence concern- 
ing your sister, may be cold and 
motionless as hers ; and my 
body lodged in the same grave- 
yard, where, we humbly, yet 
confidently trust, that she now 
“ sleeps In Jesus.” 

And now will you permit me, 
(inexperienced and incapable as 
Yam,) before closing this letter, 
toaddress a few lines to her 
young friends in Connecticut ? 

Being at a distance from this 
sclemn scene, it could not im- 
press your minds In so deep and 
lasting a manner, as if you had 
been presen ; and, as I think 
it has impressed mize. I cannot 
therefore refrain from wishing 
to add a few remarks, which, by 
the help of divine grace, may 
perhaps, be a means of fixing 
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your attention still further Upon 
serious things. 


Death is a subject in which 


we are all Miterested, and We 
know that itis of the utmostim. 
portance to be prepared for jt. 
Yet, how often, when we sce 
people upon their dying bes, do 
we find, that they have Neglece 


}.ed that great concern? Mys, 


Curtiss, although naturally ami- 


able, and possessed of qualities 


which won the affection of all 
who knew her, yet found, when 


she came to draw near “ the. 


judgment seat of Christ,” that 
she had neglected that “ one 
ing needful,” an interest in his 
righteousness and atonement, 
which, alone, could support her 
inthe hour of death, and at his 
dread tribunal. She also found 
that her life had not been spent 
in serving Aim, however benel- 
cent and kind to. her fellow 
creatures she might have been; 
which shews that something 
more than mere Auman goodness 
is required : what that some- 
thing is, the gospel clearly 
points out to us. 

Reason itself teaches, that we 
have souls which must exist 
through a boundless eternity: 
and scripture plainly reveals 
from God, that there will be a 
everlasting distinction made be 
tween the righteous and the 
wicked. It is indeed impos 
ble for us to conceive, in whiat 
manner, the soul can exist for 
ever in extreme misery ; som 
therefore pretend wholly to de- 
ny the doctrine : but they shou 
consider, that God certainly has 
the frower thus to punish a 
enemies, and conscience, 
lieve, generally tells them: ' 
he will thus punish them, ¢¢* 


that 
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they repent, and flee to the only 
Saviour. Oh, how great is his 
goodness In having been pleased 
to open this door of mercy for 
lost sinners! but if we will not 
accept his gracious invitations, 
how can we expect to be made 
happy ? Do we believe that our 
souls can be purified afer 
death ? No ! for * as death 
Jeaves us, So judgment will find 
us,” and God himself hath said, 
that © without. holiness ne man 
sball see” him. If therefore, 
we die in an unpardoned and 
unholy state, we know what our 
eternal doom must be. 

My dear young friends, “ life 
isthe time to serve the Lord,” 
the on/y time to “ insure” an in- 
terest in a Saviour. And as we 
know not how long our “ lamp 
will hold out,”? yourhk must cer- 
tainly be the dest time to begin 
the all-important work. But 
oh, how astonishing ! how deep- 
ly to be lamented, that the pre- 
clousdays of youth, instead of be- 
ingemployed in remembcring 
and serving ourcreator,should be 
lostin idle and wicked amuse- 
ments! How astonishing, that we 
should permit any thing in this 
vain and unsatisfying world, to 
deprive us of the pure and ex- 
alted pleasures of religion ; liv- 
ingas though we were not ac- 
countable beings, and were ne- 
verto die ! Oh, how mistaken are 
those who think religion a 
gloomy thing, something which 
Must embitter life ! On the con- 
trary, it sweetens all our enjoy- 
ments; and those who are igno- 
tant of it, know not. what true 
Pleasure ig. Religion lessons 
hot, but greatly heightens every 
rational enjoyment, even in this 
life ; and surely, there can be 
20 other supportin death, or 


~— 
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expectation of happiness hereaf- 
after, than what religion af- 
fords ! 

That you, my young friends, 
may all experience its enjoy- 
ments in life, its support in the 
hour of death, and its everlast- 
ing rewards. is the ardent wish 
and prayer of, 

affectionately yours, 


P. J. 
—E ie 


To tHE Eprror oF THE Con: 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


Concert of Prayer. 


HILE our nation is un- 

happily divided, on politi- 
cal subjects, an increasing spirit 
of union, among Christians, of 
various denominations, demands 
a grateful acknowledgment. 
Union of heart necessarily pro- 
duces union of effort. Every 
proposal which tends to pro- 
mote this most desirable unani- 
mity, should be hailed with pe- 
culiar delight, by every friend 
to the Redeemer’s cause. 
“ When the enemy shall come 
in like a flood, the spirit of the 
Lord shall lift a standard against 
him.” Blessed be God, he has 
already lifted up a standard, to 
which many are seen repairing. 
Blessed be his holy name, that 
he is putting a praying spirit in 
the hearts of his people ; for he 
has told us the accomplish- 
ment of his gracious promises 
to Zion, stands connected with 
fervent prayer. ‘ Yet for this 
will I be enquired of by the 
house of Israel to do it for 
them.” In this view of the 
subject, my heart is peculiarly 
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interested in concerts of pray- 
er. I think them admirably 
calculated to unite the hearts oi 
Christians; and reflecting on 
the promises annexed to pray- 
er, and particularly united pray- 
er, they must be deemed an 
omenof good to the Church. 
With these sentiments, permit 
me, sir, to express my feelings. 
when I read in your Magazine 
for February, the resolutions of 
the Evangelical society, and an 
invitation to their brethren in 
Christ, of every denomination, 
tounite with them in a concert 
of private prayer. Surely every 
one who knows the way to the 
throne of grace, will rejoice in 
this opportunity to unite with 
thousands of fellow Christians. 
in ascriptions of praise to the 
great head of the church, for 
his goodness to the children o! 
men. +: Surely every praying 
soul will unite their supplica- 
tions, for the continuance and 
increase of divine _ blessings. 
Such were the emotions of my 
heart. I fondly hoped the con- 
cert would speedily be adopted 
in all our churches. 

Expressing to a friend, my 
approbation of the plan, I was 
answered, * you will not rise 
early enough.” I felt the full 
force of this tacit reproof. The 
worldling will rise early, and sit 
up late, merely to gain a little 
of this world’s good—and will 
not the Christian rise to pray ? 
will not the Chiistian relinquish 
a little morning indulgence, for 
the sake of enjoying commu- 
nion with the eternal source and 
centre of all good? How does 
one moment of intimate com- 
munion with the Triune Jeho- 
vah, infinitely transcend all the 
enjovments which the world can 





offer its votaries ! Thus was] 
encouraged ; I still feared 
lest a habit so confirmed, and 
which I had hitherto deemed 
necessary to my daily comfort, 
would deprive me of a Partici- 
pation-in this favorite object. | 
did not resolve—my resolutions 
have too often convinced me, 
that their strength is very weak- 
ness—I sought divine aid—with 
grateful humility let me addit 
was not denied. I joyfully ac. 
cepted it as an answer to the 
prayer, with which I retired to 
rest. They who knowthe worth 
of prayer wi'l believe me when 
suy, I would not exchange one 
half hour spent in this manner, 
for all the morning slumbers of 
my life. 

For the encouragement of 
those who are slaves as 1 was—I 
can say, I have ever since been 
enabled to break the bonds ofsioth 
With comparative ease, to take 
up the * staff of self denial” 
without repining, I can do all 
things through Christ strength- 
ening me.” May all who unite 
in this concert, be enabled to 
persevere in it, until they are 
meetened for that society, * who 
have washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb; who are before 
the throne of God, and serve him 
day and night in his temple.” 

Jt is cause of deep regret 0 
me that this concert has not, 
least in this part of the county; 
excited that lively interest, 1s0 
ardently wished. I know thi 
in some instances, it has been 
considered as exclusively item 
ded for the society whence 
originated. Now, sir, I have o™ 
ly to solicit one word from yo" 
in favour of a general adopto? 
of it—which will have mere 1 
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quence than all I have said or 
can say 3 entreating your in- 
dulzence for the liberty I have 
taken. If in any way you can 
render this letter subservient to 
the glorieus cause, which I pro- 
fess to love——be pleased, sir, to 
make what use of it you think 
fit. Yours, 
PHILA. 


The Soliloquist. 
No. 7. 


| have now spent many weeks 
in reading the scriptures, and 
making a seleciion of the en- 
couragementsand promises con- 
tained in the gospel. They are 
many more than I ever imagi- 
ned. They are great and won- 
derful ; they are made to all gra- 
cious affections of the heart, 
with the most explicit encou- 
ragement that God will gra- 
clously regard every practical 
Virtue of life. But what is the 
result! Do these promises and 
encouragements give ease to my 
pained mind? No! They do 
vut sharpen the stings of con- 
science. I have not these gra- 
clous affections and moral vir- 
ues. The very gospel of peace 
and reconciliation condemns me. 
Unce [I thought that the gos- 
pel gives ground of peace to sin- 
hers of every description ; now 
I see that it gives no encourage: 
ment to such hardened sinners 
‘Smyself. Ah me! for suchas 
lam, even the gospel contains a 
*ntence of condemnation. -It 
joins with the law : He that sins 
shall die: He that believes not 
shall be damned, and I have no 
‘uch faith and repentance as sub- 





mit toGod. I can believe there 
is a God, a law, a superintend- 
ing government, an universal 
and righteous judgment of all 

reatures, a Saviour all-sufficient, 
who promises eternal life to eve- 
ry believing and repenting sin- 
ner ; but I cannot exercis: this 
luith and repentance. How 
strangely stupid ! I never con- 
ceived it before! By thinking of 
truth [ have lost all sense of its 
importance ; by meditating on 
thegospel I have become blind to 
the goodness of God ; by reflect- 
ing on him, I am more callous 
to the displays of his infinite ma- 
jesty and the awful threatcnings 
of a devouring law ; and by the 
duties which I have performed, 
Tam disqualified from ever at- 
tempting them again. My con- 
victions are gone, I have grieved 
the spirit of God, and can see 
no reason why he should save 
me. Omy heart! if an. ada- 
mant were so hard as thou art, it 
would blusi: for its flintiness, yet 
thou dost not blush ; thou art 
too heavy to be moved, too dead 
to be re-animated. Shall 1 at- 
tempt to go forward? For this 
[ have no power. Shall I call 
on creatures and means to help? 
All the powers in created nature 
cannot do it, so hard and unfeel- 
ing amass as my heart defies 
every power, except it be those 
thunderboits of divine vengeance 
by which I may be crushed for- 
ever. Shall I stop and sink in 
perdi‘ion ? This is too awtul: I 
even faint under the apprehen- 
sion. ’ 





On the hardness of the heart. 


1 OH, for a glance of heav’nly day, 
To take the stubborn stone away ; 
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And thaw with beams of love di- 
vine, 

‘This heart, this frozen heart, cf 
raine. 


2 The rocks can rend, the earth 
can quake ; 
The sea can roar, the mountains 
shake ; 
Of feeling ali things show some sign, 

But this unfeeling heart of mine. 


$ Thy judgments, Lord, unmov’d I 
hear, 
(Amazing thought!) which devils 

fear ; 
Goodness and wrath in vaincombine, 
To stir this stupid heart of mine. 


4 To hear the sorrow thou hast felt, 
Dear Lord, an adamant would melt, 
But I can read each moving line, | 
And nothing move this heart of mine. 


5 But pow’r divine can do the deed, 

‘And much to feel that pow’r I need ; 

Thy spirit can from dross refine, 

And move and melt this heart of 
mine. 


6 Then, dearest Lord, thy spirit 
vive, 

And make my drooping heart revive; 

No longer then shall I repine, 

No lenger mourn this heart of mine. 


7 But anthems dwell upon my 
tongue, 

And this shall ever be my song, 

*T'was nought but sov’reign love di- 
vine, 

That mov’d this stupid heart of 
miue. 








Religious Intelligence. 


txtract of a letter froma Mini- 
ster in the County of Suffolk, 
England, to his friend in Con- 
necticut, 


THERE seems to have been 
a considerable revival of religion 
in this county and in the king- 
dom in general. It is pleasing 
to the friends of revelation and 
a confirmation of their faith. 
that all the violent attacks from 
enemies which we hive witness- 
ed have tended rather to the 
fartherance of the gospel than 
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to its obstruction. We see that 
great Is the truth and it wil] pre- 
vail, and that it suffers Nothing 
by investigation. Oh, to feel 
more o/ its power in our own 
souls that we may know what 
it is to have the witness in oyp. 
selves that God is true. Aneyx. 
perience of the precicusness of 
Christ will after all afford us the 
most convincing and comforta. 
ble evidence of the truth of rey. 
elation ; though we cannot here. 
by convince infidels, yet we 
should not be affected by what 
they have to object while we 
taste and fee] the word of life in 
its transforming power. A new 
edition of Mr. Harmer’s works 
has been published, his writings 
are In great esteem. It is a 
pleasing feature of the age that 
there is a greater demand for 
religions books than ever and 
that old divinity which a few 
years ago would fetch nothing 
more than waste paper 1s now 
eagerly bought up at a great 
price. 
+ oe - 


ORDINATION. 


OrpDAINED in North Branford, 
March Ist, the Rev. CHARLEs 
ATWATER, to the work of the 
gospel ministry. The following 
gentlemen performed the exercl- 
ses of the day. Rev. Moses Stu- 
art, made the introductory pray 
er; the Rev. Samuel Merwin, 
preached the Sermon from | 
Thess. ii. 19: Rev. Dr. Trum 
bull, made the  consecratins 
prayer, while hands were impo 
sed, by Messrs. Trumbull, 100% 
Elliot and Smith. Rev. Jona 
Elliot, gave the charge; Rev. 
Timothy P. Gillet, offered the 
right hand of fellowship, and the 
Rev. David Smith, made the 
concluding prayer. 








Poetry. 


POETRY. 


The Soul in Sorrow. ' 


WHENCE, O my soul, these mournful sighs, 
These restless fears and jealousies ? 

Since thou a Saviour’s grace hast known, 
And made his proffer’d love thy own. ° 


W hence these unsatisfed desires, 

This painful void, these inward fires ? 
While all the promises of grace 

Lie open to thy free embrace. 


Why thus does darkness veil the mind, 
And leave all former joys behind ? 

And hope of future good so slow 
Advance the joys her hands bestow ? 


O thou, on whom all joys depend, 

My cov’nant guardian, guide, and friend, 
Reveal the secret of my grief, 

‘And fly with light to my relief. 


Could my weak faith but pierce the cloud 
Whose thick’ning folds my comforts shroud, 
Or with a clear and licens’d eye, 
Beneath this cloud thy love descry ; 


1’d bless the hand that urg’d my pace 
From Pisgah’s summit to its base ; 

That dash’d my joys o’ercast my sky; 
And triumph in obscurity. 


But who beneath a frowning face 
Can e’er discern a pledge of grace ? 
Love lives in smiles, while frowns portend 
A threat’ning foe or incens’d friend. 


Oh, search me then, omniscient Gop, 
Reveal the sins that move thy rod ; 
My secret faults before me bring, 
Exhaust their pow’r, withdraw their sting ; 


That peace again may fill this breast, 
Each doubt, each sigh, each sin suppress’4, 
And light illume the darksome way, 
Conducting to celestial day. 
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Ke Then shall I nearer view that shore, 

ae: Where fears and sins obtrude no more, 

| | And with my near approach increase 

oA GE My love and confidence and bliss. 
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@ death, where ts thy sting ? O grave where is thy victory ? By 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Jorg 
Jesus Carist. 





AVERT, proud death, thy lifted spear, 

Nor vaunt, thou King of Terrors, here ; 

Shorn of thy first envenom’d stung, 

Vain are all terrors thou canst bring: * 
Smite, monsier smite, nor spare thy deepest wound ; 
From Jesse’s root our sov’reign balm ts found. 





When o’er the world’s wide misery, 
Coeval darkness sway’d with thee, 
Creation shrunk beneath thy frown, 
And horror mark’d thy ebon crown. 
Those downcast kingdoms, whelm’d in ruins lie, 
Smote by the beaming day-sfring from on high. 





Tho’ clad in vesture of affright, 

Though prowl’st beneath the pall of night, 

Thy famish’d form doth guilt alarm, 

Unpoise that daring, strengthless arm, 
Bow thy diminish’d head—stern tyrant, flee, 
For thou art swallow’d uf in victory. 


Sweet mercy hath her triumph shewn, , 
Thy darken’d host of fear o’erthrown : 
Now to behold thee —vanquish’d slave, 
No power is left beyond the grave ; 
We greet thee kind!—O wond’rous friendship this ! 
Welcome, good herald to announce our bliss. 
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aa fb NOTE.—The piece on the Field for Missionary Exertion, beginning 
1 at page 221, was extracted from the Philadelphia Religious Intelligencer 

eh g - Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
* Pe 1809. i 
HUBAYS PS May 13. Hampton Female Society, $ 59 
Mp b Bia Friend to Missions, 3 00 
Oa by a! 18. Gid. Hotchkiss, deceased, of Waterbury. 66 67 
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